
 

MASS EXTINCTIONS,                    
PEOPLE POWER AND YOU 

Y ou may have read some weeks 

ago the UN’s shocking summary 

report on the threatened extinction of 

over a million plant and animal species. 

The Intergovernmental Science-Policy 

Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 

Services (IPBES) will release the full re-

port later this year on their findings. 

The full package will be some 1,500 

pages long, authored by 145 experts 

from more than 50 countries and    

drawing from more than 15,000               

scientific and government sources. 

“We are eroding the very foundations 

of our economies, livelihoods, food           

security, health, and quality of life 

worldwide,” IPBES chair Sir Robert Wat-

son said in a press release. 

There are more than 8 million species 

estimated on Earth, The loss of a million 

of those species would create a massive 

hole, with amphibians, insects, and 

non-fish reef dwellers taking the                  

biggest hits. Given that all of nature is 

inter-connected this massive hole 

would have an outward rippling effect. 

While climate change is an increasingly 

causative agent, there are many                

activities humans engage in that the 

report links directly to the loss of                         

species. 

Forests – 32% lost, mainly to agricul-

ture. More than 100 million hectares 

have been cut down between 1980 

and 2000. 

Water – Oceans are suffering from 

over-fishing, warming waters,              

agricultural run-off and industrial                 

pollution and plastics. Wetlands have 

been decimated since the 18th               

Century, primarily as a result of 

coastal development. 

Land Use - Humans have altered 

three quarters of all land on Earth 

(and about two thirds of all water). 

Population numbers are increasing 

and we’re consuming more every 

day. A third of the world’s land is 

used for agriculture, the growth of 

cities since 1992 has more than dou-

bled. 

This makes for alarming reading, 

however there is one positive - the 

report also incorporates knowledge 

from indigenous communities 

around the globe. It advises policy-

makers to consider their practices and 

“positive contributions to sustainabil-

ity” when addressing these issues, 
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and that drawing on indigenous knowledge could 

be advantageous when addressing these problems. 

Source: Popular Science (www.popsci.com ) “The 

UN's devastating extinction report, explained in 5 

charts” by Alex Schwartz 

Quotations from Jane Goodall  

Consider some quotations from Jane Goodall who is 

best known for her work studying and living with 

chimpanzees in Gombe Stream National Park in Tan-

zania. In the mid-1980s, however, Goodall shifted 

away from her work as a scientist to become a con-

servation activist and the following quotes are from 

her Rewind the Future conversation series. 

 

“Nature is so resilient, places we have destroyed can 

be given another chance. People can get depressed 

and do nothing. If you don't have hope, it's all doom 

and gloom.” 

“We've got this one beautiful blue and green planet, 

and we have to get together and do something to 

protect it before it's too late. We have this little win-

dow of time.” 

“Think about the consequences of what we do each 

day, of what we buy, what we wear.                       

Does it harm the environment? Does it cause animal 

suffering? Is it cheap because of child slave labour? 

If we all start to make ethical decisions about what 

we buy and eat and wear, this will cumulatively lead 

to a better world. Before this can happen we must 

alleviate poverty, because very poor people cannot 

afford to make those choices; they have to do what 

they must to survive.” 

“Every single one of us makes a difference on the 

planet every single day, and we have a choice to the 

kind of difference we make.” 

What Can We Do? 

Obviously it requires massive and sustained action 

from world leaders to reverse this trend, but Goodall 

is correct. Remember the adage – “Think globally, 

act locally!”    

At our local level are the many environmental and 

friends groups that are flourishing and working to 

redress some of the harm.  If you are a member of 

such a group, you can take some comfort, albeit 

small, in the fact that you care, and you are                    

prepared to do your bit to help the earth.                             

Well done to all our members!  

If you are not already, you may like think about      

becoming an active member. (See below). 

Ring us (see front panel) or email:                                          

robin.clarey@hotmail.com 

MASS EXTINCTIONS AND PEOPLE POWER CONT 
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Did You Know this About                  

Volunteering  

- is linked to better physical,  

  mental and emotional health                                                                                                                                                                                                 

- You can gain confidence;  

- make a difference;                  

- meet people;  

- be part of a community;  

- learn new skills;                                                                                                                                                                                            

- take on a challenge; 

- have fun; 

We have a great band of volunteers but we 

could always use more.  

-  You could help keep the Bird Hide and Education Centre  

open on the weekends.    

-  Or give the planting group a hand at Seaford once a month.  

-  What about helping to keep the Bird Hide and Duck In  tidy, 

including the garden?                                                                                            

-  Are kids your thing? Perhaps you are interested in helping 

with the occasional school tour. 

-  Are you into water? Help find out what’s in there. Join the 

Wetland Study Group 

-  Why not become an ‘associate committee member’ (not a 

full committee member).  

     Or the biggie! ……. Are you up for a challenge?  

     Would being the boss for a year appeal to you? 

Yay! 

- and help the environment! 



Working Bee 

On the first Sunday of May, Seaford’s Working Bees 

resumed for the year. Seven volunteers, Lorraine, 

Jacqui, Greg, Fiona, Daniel and Robin, all ably led by 

Rex (co-ordinator) put in 80 plants. 

That part of the wetland buffer zone (along Austin 

Road) is looking amazing following several year’s 

work around there!  

If you would like to join this group give Rex a ring on 

9766 6056 .                             

Woodleigh School 

On the afternoon of 7
th

 May, a small group of                   

students from Woodleigh School visited Seaford 

Wetlands to help with some work around the               

buffer zones. 

Many thanks to Sam, Daniel, Evan and Ben and 

teacher Rosie, who did an amazing job shifting 

and spreading two large piles of mulch around 

the plants put in by the working bee on the               

Sunday before – a perfect example of synergy.  

Many thanks to Matt Green, Seaford’s Ranger, 

who is so helpful with such events, doing all the 

background organisation to make them happen.  

SNIPPETS   SNIPPETS   SNIPPETS 
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The Wetland Study Group is meeting the first Monday of each month at 10:00am at Duck In.                                     

From there the group will be going out to different parts of the wetlands (yet to be determined) to get water 

samples to take back to Duck In for examination/identifying/recording. It’s fun and interesting.                             

Why not join us? 

Wetland Study Group 

Practice sampling at the Dog Pond Identifying macroinvertebrates found 

 Woodleigh at Work 

Daniel at Work 



cheque to our PO Box number that is 

acceptable. Cash payments are best 

given to a volunteer at the Hide or on 

open days at the Education Centre. 

Cash subscriptions can be paid at the 

AGM. 

Payments are receipted by email gen-

erally. If you do not have an email 

please let the Secretary know how we 

can best contact you. It will be very 

helpful if you can send us your email 

address. This can be done by emailing 

our database manager, Inez, at: 

ivpp@optusnet.com.au 

Bank deposit details:                            

BSB 063118                                          

Account 10059942                                        

FESWI                                                               

(include your Family name in the              

description). 

Note: This is not a call for subscriptions 

now – simply an early notice.  

T he financial situation for FESWI is 

stable at present. The full details 

will be reported to the Annual General 

Meeting later this year. 

The Bird Hide Restoration is completed 

and paid for. Further funds will be 

used to maintain the hide as required. 

We have recently updated our infor-

mation brochure with lots of bird pho-

tographs and contact information.  

In the NEXT issue of Warbler, subscrip-

tion renewals will be called for, howev-

er when paying, please consider using 

our website (address on the front   

panel of Warbler - (www.edithvale-

seaford-wetlands.org). 

The website is the most effective way 

to get in touch and renew subscrip-

tions. We are encouraging members 

and contacts to pay subscriptions and 

donations by direct bank transfer, see 

details below. If you wish to send a 

FESWI FINANCIAL REPORT MAY 2019 
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MY FAVOURITE BIRD 
 

 

Glorious Bird, its colours bright and true, 

Petite it is, and quick to flee, 

Oh Stay, you thing for me. 

 

Flitting thru the Manna trees, a flash of colour seen,  

A Robin no, nor Zebra Finch, 

What name we give to thee? 

 

Quiet Please, this timid Soul seeks tiny prey around, 

No Falcon strong nor Eagle claw shall tear its flighted kind, 

A gentle soul this beauteous thing, a tiny nest and Chicks of kind. 

I am the pretty three-tone one, in the Cathedral of the Wild. 

                                                                              

                                                                                    

 

FESWI recently                   

received an Exceptional                 

Contribution Award from 

the River Health Incentives 

Program  (MW) together 

with a $100 Gift Card.    

 Many thanks  – the money 

will be put to excellent use. 

AWARD 

Who am I..????? See Page 6 
Jim Wilson 

My Favourite Bird...... 

Rosalie Cooper      New Treasurer from November 

 

 

 

 FESWI has                               

revamped our flagship                   

pamphlet up-dating the                 

information in it.                               

Many thanks to Inez for                  

managing this. 

PAMPHLET 
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BIRD PUZZLE PAGE 

COOT 

CRAKE 

DOVE 

DUCK 

EGRET 

GOOSE 

GREBE 

HERON 

IBIS 

KITE 

SANDPIPER 

SNIPE 

STILT 

STINT 

The left over letters spell  birds  

found in the buffer zones. 

    __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  __ __ 

FIND THE BIRDS ON THE RIGHT IN THE PUZZLE GRID 

S W A M P H E N B R 

E A D O V E U C E E 

G R E B E R O R P P 

R B E S O O G A I I 

E L A E T N T K N P 

T E R N D N I E S D 

C R A U H T I I E N 

R W C B E I B T R A 

S K D S T I L T S S 

CIRCLEGRAM 

 K U 

S 

C 

E 

H 

? 

D O 

R E 

V 

S 

E 

R 

T 
E 

T 

E 

Replace the question 

mark with a letter so 

that the letters within 

each circle can be                 

arranged to form the 

names of three wetland 

birds 

R R O W L A R K E S T R E L A A P S P W I 
N 

B 

G 

O 

I 

L L L E B E R G A H S U R H T A H C N I F D 

R 
I D A R T E R A I L O R I K E E T H O R N B 

L 
G E L G A E S O O G N O R D R I B E R Y L R E 

E 
T 

A L 

Start Here 

HIDDEN BIRDS 

Find 21 birds  in  this overlapping letter puzzle 

 Answers on 

Page 6 
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Puzzle Grid 

My Favourite Bird:         I am the Superb Fairy Wren  

Circlegram 

L   Shoveler,  Shelduck,  Dotterel 

Hidden Birds 

Sparrow 

Owl 

Lark 

Kestrel 

Lapwing 

Goldfinch 

Chat 

Thrush 

Shag 

Grebe 

Bellbird 

Darter 

Rail 

Lorikeet 

Thornbill 

Lyrebird 

Drongo 

Goose 

Sea-eagle 

Egret 

Teal 

 


