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Wetland Warbler 
Clamorous Reed-Warbler 

O n the 7th February Philippa met 

with Michelle Riley (Melbourne Wa-
ter) and team at the hide, and again on 
the 16

th
 February, Philippa and Robin 

met with Michelle Riley and contractor 

Russell Wingrave (GMHS).  

Michelle reported that the latest safety / 
engineering report on the bird hide has 
revealed significant deterioration over 
the past year that the columns have been 
submerged in water. The contractor who 
was employed to do the job a year ago, 
now considers it an unsafe proposition 
for his workers as the roof structures also 
appear to be rusted and he has with-
drawn from the contract. That means 
MW have no contractors to undertake 
the work and the message is clear that it 
is not viable to repair the hide. 
 
 

From an earlier meeting we were ex-

pecting a response like this, unfortu-
nately. 
 
However MW is proposing: as an inter-

im measure to rebuild the viewing 
ramp near the hide into a platform with 
roof and, possibly, sides; the intention is 
to extend the new ramp out by six me-

ters to give a wider viewing area; and 
to make the lead-up ramp compliant 

with disabled access regulations. The 
new structure would be open to the 

community at all times, which is proba-
bly a good thing.  
 
FESWI will be given access to the Dis-

covery Centre every Sunday afternoon. 
The trees have been trimmed so the 
birds can be seen more easily now. 
We could have volunteers at both sites 

on the Sundays and start rebuilding 
community interest. 
 
 

Re rebuilding a new hide on the pre-
sent hide site.  
All agree that it is the best spot, but 
costing for a new hide is approx $100 - 

$150,000. MW doesn’t have the mon-
ey; it has $50,000 – of which the view-
ing platform on the ramp will use 
$30,000. MW will help FESWI to source 

funds; a new biodiversity grant is a pos-
sibility; there seems to be money out 
there for environmental projects. 
 

BIRD HIDE UPDATE 
The bad news and the slightly better. 

From left, Russel (GMHS), Philippa (FESWI) 
and Michelle (Melb Water) 
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WORLD WETLANDS DAY  

F ESWI celebrated World Wetlands Day (February 
2nd)with a visit to the Edithvale Wetlands viewing 

platform with the Federal member for Isaacs, Mark 
Dreyfus. 

 

The Ramsar Convention has designated the World Wet-
lands Day theme for 2012 as Wetlands and Tourism 
and is linked to the theme for the next meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties, COP11: Wetlands, Tourism 
and Recreation, which will take place in July 2012, in 
Bucharest, Romania. 

Wetland tourism has benefits both locally and nation-
ally for people and wildlife – benefits such as stronger 
economies, sustainable livelihoods, healthy people 
and thriving ecosystems. At least 35% of Ramsar Sites 
around the world record some level of tourism activi-
ty and this percentage is consistent throughout all 
regions. Of course it is important to consider tourism 
in all wetlands – not just those designated as Ramsar 
Sites – since the Contracting Parties to the Conven-
tion are committed to managing all wetlands. 

It is worth noting that tourism is one of the many ser-
vices that wetlands deliver. Ensuring well-managed 
tourism practices in and around wetlands and edu-
cating tourists on the value of wetlands contributes 
to their health and the long-term benefits that wet-
lands provide to people, wildlife, economics, and bio-
diversity. To date, the Ramsar Convention has not 
had a specific focus on wetlands, tourism and recrea-
tion. 

Edithvale and Seaford Wetlands have long been tour-
ist sites, as visitors (some from overseas) have enjoyed 
an outing to the bird hide or viewing ramps, during 
the migratory bird season. This puts Edithvale Wet-
lands in the 35% of Ramsar sites recording some   
tourist activity.  

Philippa Bailey  

From left, Les, Philippa (FESWI) and Mark 

RIDE TO CONQUER CANCER 

H i Robin, 

I was wondering if you could put an article in the 
newsletter about me doing the Ride To Conquer Can-
cer.   The ride is 200 kms over 2 days, to be held in late       
October, 2012.  

This will be a great challenge for me, in memory of fami-
ly and friends who have had cancer. I am looking for 

support from people in the form of making a donation 

to The Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre. All monies go 

straight to the research to find a cure for cancer. To 
donate, go to conquercancer.org.au.  Type in my 

name rexchugg and my page will come up.  

Or if people don’t have access to a computer I have 
forms they can fill in. My contact number is 9766 
6056.  

Thankyou from Rex Chugg . 

A GREAT CAUSE—LET’S ALL GET BEHIND REX, OUR HARD WORKING WORKING-BEE  
CO-ORDINATOR AT SEAFORD AND CHELSEA HEIGHTS. 
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S o, the Victorian Baillihoo Government has an-
nounced an extended duck-hunting season this 

year (March 17 to June 11), the biggest since 1999, 
with a kill allowance of 10 birds a day. 
 

10 birds multiplied by 87 days multiplied by any num-
ber of hunters (40,000 Victorians are licensed to hunt 

game) equals nothing short of carnage.  
Iniquitous! 
 
And, Agriculture Minister, Peter Walsh, said the early 
announcement was to give country businesses a 
chance to prepare and cash in on the hunt. (Herald Sun 

December28, 2011) 
How sad is that – businesses gearing up to profit from 
animal cruelty! 
 
Reprehensibly, the only states that allow this slaughter 
are Victoria and South Australia. 

ON DUCK  
          HUNTING 

Wearing his ‘Nam pants or camo gear (probably nev-
er actually fought in a war – after all, enemy soldiers 
retaliate), the hunter figures that the rapid recovery of 
duck numbers since the breaking of the drought 
makes it right to shoot at them.  
 
What he forgets (or more likely doesn’t give a rat’s a…  
about) is that each individual bird is a sentient being 
and has the right to be treated with respect and with-
out exploitation. What he forgets that it is absolutely 
wrong to cause deliberate pain and suffering to any 
other being. 
 
We, as the dominant species with a capacity for em-
pathy and ethics, need to vastly improve our relation-
ship with our fellow creatures. Shooting at ducks is 
certainly not the way! 
 
One can only hope for karma. 

Australopithecus                     Homo Habilis              Homo Erectus               Homo Ridiculus 

 

Receive your copy of  
Warbler via email 

 

I f you would like to receive your copy 
electronically, please let me know (by 

email). 

 
Send to  

robin.clarey@hotmail.com 

Visit FESWI website!(www.edithvale-seaford-wetlands.org)  

Robin Clarey 



4 Number 119 

RESPONSE TO LETTER REGARDING REED SLASHING 

Hi Phillipa, 

As discussed, here is a response to the FESWI newsletter 
on the Phragmites slashing that occurred along the 
fence-line of the wetlands: 

Three years ago the CFA requested MW to under-
take fire management works in this area, and the 
slashing is done as a result of this (we support this as 

it helps provide fire protection for the entire wet-
lands); 

Slashing also enables inspection & maintenance of 
the fence in this area (in the past we have had kan-
garoos escape which presents risks to public health 

and the animals’ welfare); 

The area has been slashed 3 times previously, and is 
done outside of bird breeding times as to reduce 

any impacts on the breeding season or current    

populations of birds; 

These works did not take in to account the new 
Discovery Centre in any way. 

Andrew Downing, our River Health Officer for this 
area intends to present this information at the ESW 

Community Liaison Committee meeting on the        
29th February. 

We would be most grateful if you could please 
pass this onto your readers of the newsletter. 

If you have any further questions about this topic, 
please let me know. 

Kind regards, 

Kim Lambie    Melbourne Water 

Readers may recall a letter from Kaye Proudley in the last issue of Warbler regarding the slashing of the reeds 
along Edithvale Road late last year. FESWI sought, and received a response from Kim Lambie as follows. 

SWAN AND CYGNETS RESCUED 

O n 20th February, FESWI was alerted that a swan and 
her cygnets were outside the wetlands perimeter 

and close to Edithvale Rd. A volunteer from AWARE was 

unable to trace the swan family early in the day. Volun-
teers remained on stand-by and as peak hour traffic start-
ed descending on Edithvale Rd, the swan was again sight-
ed near the fence, obviously trying to get home for the 

night. 
 
FESWI, and AWARE volunteers rallied to a phone around 
(thanks Jacqui ) and nine volunteers helped shepherd the 

family back inside the gate. 
 
Thank you to everyone involved, and to the vigilant wet-
land neighbours who alerted FESWI and AWARE to the 

swan’s plight. 
 
 
Thanks everybody. 
 

 

 

Philippa Bailey  



5 Number 119 

T he long awaited extension and refurbishment of 
the Seaford Wetlands path by Peninsula Link, on 

the freeway side of the wetlands officially opened in 
recent weeks. Of course walkers, bike riders and dog 
owners have been squeezing through gaps in the 
fence since September when the path was scheduled 
to be finished.  
 
The path is easy to walk on and it is possible to forget 
that you are actually in a Melbourne suburb at some 
points along the way. FESWI arranged tree planting at 
various points along the path, assisted by a number of 
community groups. The trees are shooting out above 
the tree guards and look healthy, in spite of subjection 
to rabbit attacks. 
 
The total perimeter of the wetlands is 6 kilometres and 
makes an excellent exercise circuit, with changing scen-
ery along the way. 
Why not take a walk all the way round? Starting from 
Austin Rd viewing platform, follow the edge of the wet-
lands left along Austin Rd until the start of the path. 

Look out for the Downes Farm buildings and pasture 
as you get close to Eel Race. The farm site is currently 
the subject of community consultation and a manage-
ment plan will be developed.  
Watch out for snakes as you walk along the Eel Race 
and start back along the path beside the secondary 
and primary schools. You will soon pass the Seaford 
North Primary School bush reserve, which is being 
reclaimed. 
 
You never know what you will encounter along the 
way: trail bike riders (watch out) and a baby pig, ini-
tially thought to be an albino dog. Little Ms Piggy, re-
splendent with a pink lead 
was enjoying her walk in com-
pany with two dog friends 
and two human friends! 

SEAFORD WETLANDS BIKE AND WALKING PATH 

Rex Chugg 

M any thanks to the Jemena Company (organised via Landcare, Australia) which allowed it workers to help 
out at the working bee, held at the Chelsea Heights site on February 14.  

 
There were 24 workers in total. They worked very well, as it was a rather warm day, doing weeding, removing 
stakes, spreading mulch and some planting (50 plants in all).  
 

Well done everyone! 
 

About Jemena 
Jemena is an aboriginal word which means ‘to hear, listen and think’ 
Jemena is a unique Australian infrastructure company that builds, owns and maintains a combination of major electricity, 
gas and water assets. 

JEMENA WORKERS BUSY AT CHELSEA HEIGHTS 

Philippa Bailey  

I’m an honorary 
dog. 
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WINGBEATS FOR ETP 26/2/2012 
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E.T.P. (38º04’S 
145º10’E) Bird Count 
on 26.02.2012 (08.50-

18.15). 

By Mike Carter, Dawn 
Neylan, David Stabb, 
Alison Kuiter & Lee Den-
is.  

Weather: Pleasant in 
a.m. but in p.m. temper-
ature rising to >34*C and 
humidity high. Mostly 
sunny with increasing 
cloud in p.m. Strong N 
wind all day. 

Coverage: 100%. 
Many ‘lagoons’ are 
now dry so less area & 
fewer birds to count.  

 
Bird names and order 
in accordance with the 
Australian Checklist, C 

& B (2008). 

 
Musk Duck 3  
Freckled Duck - 
Cape Barren Goose 2 
Black Swan (1 broods)    165    
Australian Shelduck  9  
Australian Wood Duck 120  (4) 
Pink-eared Duck 270  
Australasian Shoveler 18  
Grey Teal  900  (4) 

Chestnut Teal 600  (6) 

Pacific Black Duck     110  (2) 

Hardhead 6  

Blue-billed Duck 1 
Australasian Grebe 40   (1) 
Hoary-headed Grebe  120 (-) 

Great Crested Grebe 3 
Spotted Dove 38 (14) 
Crested Pigeon  6 (3) 
Australasian Darter     -  
Little Pied Cormorant  60 (-) 
Great Cormorant 4  
Little Black Cormorant 10 (-) 
Australian Pelican 45   

White-necked Heron - 
Eastern Great Egret 2 (-) 
Intermediate Egret -  

White-faced Heron  13  (2) 

Little Egret -  

Nankeen Night Heron (6 ads.) 7 (-) 

Glossy Ibis - 

Australian White Ibis 24 (-) 

Straw-necked Ibis     3   

Royal Spoonbill 7 (2) 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill 11  (7) 
Black-shouldered Kite 4 (1) 
Whistling Kite 3 (1) 
Swamp Harrier 2 (-) 

Wedge-tailed Eagle - 
Brown Falcon 2 
Australian Hobby 2 (-) 
Peregrine Falcon - 
Nankeen Kestrel 1 
Purple Swamphen 20  (18) 
Baillon’s Crake - 
Australian Spotted Crake - 
Black-tailed Native-hen 3 (3) 
Dusky Moorhen 4   (3) 

Eurasian Coot 5000   (-) 
Black-winged Stilt  63 

Red-necked Avocet 120 
Banded Stilt 1 
Red-capped Plover   40 

Double-banded Plover 4 
Black-fronted Dotterel   28 (5) 
Red-kneed Dotterel NIL (-) 
Masked Lapwing  150 (1) 
Latham’s Snipe 8 (8) 
Common Sandpiper 2 
Common Greenshank 1  
Red-necked Stint 13 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 50 
Curlew Sandpiper 3 
Caspian Tern (2 ads+1 juv) 3 
Whiskered Tern - 

White-winged Black Tern - 
Pacific Gull 1 
Silver Gull   100 (-) 

Rainbow Lorikeet 2 (-) 
Red-rumped Parrot 15  (12) 
Superb Fairy-wren 26 (6) 
White-plumed Honeyeater 13  (1) 

Noisy Miner 2   (2) 
Little Wattlebird  1  
Red Wattlebird 2  
White-fronted Chat 100  
Australian Magpie 14  
Willie Wagtail 33 (3)  

Little Raven 10  
Magpie-lark 220  (1) 

Eurasian Skylark 4  
Golden-headed Cisticola 15 (3) 

Australian Reed-Warbler   -      

Little Grassbird 1 (1) 

Welcome Swallow 170  (4)  
Fairy Martin  2  
Tree Martin 1 
Common Blackbird 3 (-) 
Common Starling 200 (40) 
Common Myna 70  (1) 
Red-browed Finch 5 
House Sparrow 30  
Eurasian Tree Sparrow 2  
Australasian Pipit 1 
European Goldfinch 20 (12) 
 
79 Bird species, (53 wetland dependant & rap-
tors + 26 non-wetland). 
 
Other fauna: Hare 2; Rabbit 6.   
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Seaford Working Bee Dates 

Duck In - Melways map 93 C 7/8.  About 100 metres after 
pedestrian lights near bird hide on Edithvale Rd, turn right 
down the dirt entrance way to football oval, follow dirt track 
through reserve. Duck In on left. 
 
Bird Hide - Melways map 93 D 8.  On south side of Edithvale 
Rd, close to pedestrian lights. 
 
Austin Road Lookout - Melways map 99 F 3. North side of 
Austin Road, Seaford 

Corporate Members 

Following is a list of our corporate members.  Please 
give them your support. 
Aspendale Edithvale Ex Services Club 
Aspendale Primary School 
Aspendale Gardens Primary School 
Frank and Isobel Baguley's Nursery 
Bird Observers Club of Australia 
Bonbeach Primary School 
Chelsea Heights Community Centre 
Chelsea RSL 
Edithvale Primary School 

Frankston Primary School 
Gales Marine Centre 
Instant Garden Nurseries at Gardenworld Keysborough 
Good Shepherd Aged Services – Mary Ville Hostel 
Audrey Harding 
Hasuval Engineering Service Pty Ltd 
Tania Ireton 
McDonald's Family Restaurant, Chelsea Heights 
Melbourne Water, Waterways & Drainage 
Mordialloc  College 
Mordialloc Primary School 

April Nutter 
Parkdale Secondary School 
Peninsula Pedallers Inc 
Presbyterian Ladies College 
Ray White, Chelsea 
Rotary Club of Aspendale 
Seaford North Primary School 
Seaford Park Primary School 
Seaford Primary School 
Soroptimist International of Brighton 
St Anne's Primary School 

St Joseph's School 
St Louis de Montfort's 
Treeplanters Nursery 
Veitch & Co Pty Ltd 

SPONSORS OF FESWI 

Seaford 
(First Sunday of the month) 
1st April 
6th May 
3 June 

10:00am – 12 noon 
Ring Rex (9766 6056) 

Committee Meetings held 3rd Monday  
of each month..  

Observers welcome. 
Ring Philippa on 9786 1591 

Where We Are 

MYRTLE RUST 

M yrtle Rust is a fungal disease affecting many Australian 
native plants. It has been recently detected in Victoria 

and has now been found at 23 infected sites involving 11 
species (The national host range is about 250 species).     
These outbreaks are mostly found in the Melbourne metro-
politan area and include five residential locations via plant 
purchases. 
 
Landowners are requested to keep a lookout for any signs 
of infection. 
The first signs are tiny raised spots that are brown to grey, 
often with red-purple haloes. After two weeks the spots pro-
duce yellow/orange spores. 
The disease spreads very easily and poses a threat to Victo-
ria’s nursery, forest and beekeeping industries as well as to 
all other plant sites. 
 
If you suspect Myrtle Rust, do not touch the infected plant 
as this could spread the disease. Please report any suspect-
ed Myrtle Rust to the Department of Primary Industries, 
phone 1800 084 881 or plant.protection@dpi.vic.gov.au. 
For more information visit www.dpi.vic.gov.au/myrtlerust 
 
Sources:  
Tjuringa ENVIRO NEWS March 2012 (Frankston City News) 

Chris Cole: Director, Melbourne Gardens (Royal Botanic      

Gardens Melbourne) 
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