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O

ur 30th year of operation as the

Friends of the Edithvale-Seaford
Wetlands Incorporated has proved to be
another busy and challenging year
however once again very successful due
to the commitment of our dedicated
volunteers and committee members.
The year began well with the Friends of

the Edithvale-Seaford Wetlands Incorporated being
pleased and
honored to accept
Kingston Council’s

Community Group
of the Year award
which was earned
by each and every
one of our active
volunteers –
which incidentally
numbers 54 – this
is an unusually
high (and a very
welcome) number
for an organisation like ours.
Over the past 12 months, we have
worked with other like-minded organisations to conserve our wetland reserves
and to protect the flora and fauna;
carried out numerous tree plantings;
lodged objections to proposed developments to ensure our wetlands continue
to be protected; applied for and were
successful in a number of community
grants; represented the interests of
FEWSI on a number committees;
maintained the opening of the hide and
the Education Centre on weekends; and
maintained a Facebook page and a website.

All of these achievements is clear evidence
that this group continues to successfully
achieve our purpose and can clearly be
attributed to the continued effort of
volunteers and committee members.
We have also had a number of celebrations, which has been a terrific way to
bring us all together to celebrate these
milestones and
our love of the
wetlands.
The core committee has comprised
Robin Clarey as
Vice President,
Bird Hide and
Education Centre
Coordinator and
Newsletter Editor,
Margaret Hunter
as Secretary and
Visitor Liaison,
Sue Telfer as Treasurer, Rex Chugg as Tree
Planting Coordinator, Inez van Polanen as
Membership Database Manager, Charles
Saffroy and Trevor Shewan as Committee
Members and Kate Spillane as President.

Alison Kuiter has continued to strongly
support the committee particularly in
regards to the bird hide, our Facebook
page and the production of our new
coloring books. Cheryl Meier continues to
assist with the newsletter distribution. Ian
Williams has assisted with the Facebook
page and Dorothy Meadows has continued to work quietly in the background on
a history of FEWSI to be published when
completed.
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THE YEAR PAST CONTINUED
Membership
Membership stands at 212. This includes 43 honorary members, 5 life
memberships and 19 associations/schools.
Level Crossing Removals
A major project undertaken by FESWI
this year was the preparation and delivery of a submission to the Public
Hearing into the Environmental Effects Statement (EES) concerning the
railway trench option at Edithvale
Road railway crossing. During the
seven-day Public Hearing Sue Telfer
attended every day and was instrumental in securing the wonderful
services of Scott Seymour (who spent
many hours researching and preparing FESWI’s submission) and of Sean
Dooley, both of whom presented our
concerns in a probing and, at times,
passionate submission. Many thanks
to Sue, Scott, Sean and Margaret
Hunter (FESWI Secretary) for their
work on this.
FESWI Community Activities
Summer by the Sea: In early January,
FESWI ran activities on two separate
days in conjunction with the
Education Centre.

School and Community Visits: Over
the course of the year FESWI has
hosted seven visits from schools and
community groups for either
education or voluntary work. Three
more school visits are in the pipeline
for this year.
Bird Hide

Binoculars: Two new pairs of quality
binoculars were purchased for the
hide earlier this year from grant
money.
Repairs and Maintenance: The last of
the major renovations were completed in March involving the replacement of fascia boards, guttering, laser
light roofing and rotting roof beams.
Many thanks to Jim Wilson who has
recently been removing rust, then
repainting the external metal supports at the front of the building. The
hide continues to be opened on
weekends. Since the last AGM the
hide has seen approximately 1,460
visitors despite being closed for
about 2½ months.
Honour Board: Sue Telfer has completed the Honour Board Project for
those who made a significant donation to the Bird Hide Restoration
Project. It looks amazing on the wall
at the top of the stairs of the hide.

Edithvale Seaford Wetland Education
Centre

World Wetlands Day: In February,
FESWI celebrated this with an
evening opening of the bird hide.
Sausage Sizzle: In February FESWI ran

FESWI continues to work with Melbourne Water to open the Education
Centre every second and fourth

a sausage sizzle outside Chelsea
Woolworths to raise both money and
wetland awareness – about $460 was
raised.

Sunday of the month from 1pm5pm.

rains after each month of planting.
Cornish College had 2 visits of 16 & 20
students. They planted 200 plants and
weeded and mulched. It shall be called
the Cornish College Bed. These students are very keen to get involved
with the environment, which is great
for the future. We have also undertaken weeding, 6 bags in September & 17
bags in October. Rex and Robin and
Margaret also supervised students
from Melbourne Girls College who
planted 100 plants in the new urban
space beds along the Eastern side of
Edithvale.
Working Collaboratively with other
Organisations
FESWI continues to work closely with
Melbourne Water and many other
organisations to conserve the wetland
reserves and buffers to the EdithvaleSeaford Wetlands and to promote and
encourage the protection, rehabilitation and enhancement of the wetland
area for the benefit of indigenous
flora and fauna. AWARE Wildlife Rescue worked with FESWI on a number
of occasions to release wildlife back
into their natural habitat.
I would also like to thank Matthew
Mitchell for representing FEWSI on the
Port Phillip Conservation Council. Matt
also continues to support the group in
many ways including the role as Website Manager.
Community Grants

Clean Up Australia Day: In March,
FESWI hosted a successful Clean Up
Australia Day event at Seaford. Many
bags of rubbish were collected.
Colouring Books: Also, during March,
the wetlands colouring book was
printed. It is both fun and educational
and available to children on school
excursions to the wetlands and those
who visit the hide.

Seaford Tree Planting Working Bees
A big thank you to Rex Chugg and
our working bee members – Lorraine, Colin, Greg, Dawn, Mike,
Jacqui, Alex, Robin, Denise, Dan and
new recruits, Robert, Fiona, David
and Tomas.
This year we planted just over 600
tubes of a variety of under cover
plants along Austin Road. The
weather has been kind with good

FESWI continues to apply for community grants to keep our good work going and were successful in a number
of grants from organisations including
the Kingston City Council, Frankston
City Council, Melbourne Water and
the Federal Government’s Stronger
Communities Grant Program.
The FESWI Committee thanks wholeheartedly all our members for their
continued support.
Kate Spillane FESWI President 2018
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Cornish College

Melbourne Girls College
And 20 girls from Melbourne Girls College planted out at Edithvale
in early September. This was part of the Edithvale Cooling Project.
(Below)

A group of students from Cornish College did a
great job planting 120 understorey plants at
Seaford in late August. (Above)
Woodleigh School
On the 30th October students, from Woodleigh made
their 3rd and final working visit to Seaford Wetlands –
on this occasion they weeded two of the beds in the
eastern buffer zones. (Below)

Patterson River College
On the morning of Wednesday 7th November, FESWI
hosted a visit from Year 7E class to the Seaford Wetlands . The group, which was seeking information for
their assignments, were on bicycles which made an
interesting change and enabled them to get around
the whole of the wetlands.
Seaford Working Bees

Seaford Primary School
In late November, Margaret and Robin gave a short
talk to grades 5 and 6 about the importance of the
wetlands.

The final working bee was at Seaford for the year
(weeding) was on the 7th October resulting in 14 bags
of weeds. (Above)

A Word About Barry Ross
(Defenders of the South East Green Wedge (& FESWI member))

Barry has been likened to Don Quixote, not for that character’s tenuous state of mind but for his
in dominatable fighting spirit. For years Barry has been a veritable warrior fighting for the survival
of our Green Wedges.
He has just had a major win at VCAT (Ross v Greater Dandenong CC [2018] VCAT 1734) in the
Defenders appeal against Dandenong Council’s decision to approve a very large Coptic Church
complex (totally inappropriate) in the Green Wedge in Lyndhurst.
Good one, Barry!
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EDITHVALE BONBEACH LEVEL CROSSING REMOVAL PROJECTS
Minister for Planning ASSESSMENT of EES Recommendations
Background
In April 2017 the State Minister for planning, Richard
Wynne, decided that an Environment Effects Statement
(EES) was required for the Edithvale Bonbeach Level
Crossing Removal Projects. The Minister’s reasons made
reference to the following issues which he assessed might
not be readily addressed and mitigated through existing
statutory processes and requirements.
The regional groundwater regime resulting in
potential changes to hydrological conditions at
the Ramsar listed Edithvale-Seaford Wetlands;
The ecological character and habitat values of
the Edithvale-Seaford Wetlands, and the dependent flora and fauna, in particular the critical components of habitat for listed waterbirds, due to
alterations in the groundwater regime;
The protected beneficial uses of groundwater,
due to alterations in the groundwater regime,
along with risks to human health, recreation and
ecosystems due to changes in water quality from
activation and excavation of potentially acid sulphate soils and from interception/movement of
existing contaminated soil and groundwater.
FESWI Response
As defenders of the wetlands FESWI took the opportunity
to step up by both reassuring the Independent Assessment Committee (IAC) of the value of our precious resource, the Edithvale Wetlands, and raising concerns
about the inadequacies of the Level Crossing Removal
Authority’s (LXRA's) plan for the project. In this endeavour
we relied largely on the expertise of Scott Seymour and
Sean Dooley as our advocates.
Having invested significant time and energy in evaluating
the LXRA proposal for the Government's trench solution
for the Crossing, and in preparing/presenting enlightening submissions to the Open Panel Hearing, we were satisfied that the IAC Report did in fact acknowledge our
concerns and we were pleased that during the course of
the hearing and in final review, several of the LXRA's Environment Performance Requirements (EPRs) were
strengthened in response to some of the uncertainties we
raised.
We are heartened to read in the Minister's Assessment
the following acknowledgements:

"Over the long-term, the rail trenches will interact with
local groundwater flow. Without management, the projects pose a risk of water logging, activation of acid sulphate soils, increase in the salinity of groundwater and

the loss of potentially groundwater dependent coastal
vegetation."
"A sound regulatory framework and environmental control regime is needed to ensure that adverse effects of
these projects are effectively mitigated and managed"
"It is important to understand the mechanics of the proposed monitoring program, and importantly the roles
and responsibilities that may extend beyond the life of
the LXRA"
A major uncertainty which remains, in our view, concerns the effectiveness, over time, of the proposed horizontal drain around the trench to alleviate the predicted
water mounding as surface water makes its way westward to the bay. The minister states that he is "satisfied

that there are engineering solutions that can be deployed readily to prevent impacts on the groundwater
flow regime," but the IAC described this mitigation measure as “unproven.” The IAC further notes that none of
the engineering experts could offer an example of where
the proposed passive drain for Edithvale had been successfully deployed elsewhere.
We are somewhat reassured by the Minister's announcement that "prior to construction any proposed design

must be independently peer reviewed to confirm that
the proposed design is capable of achieving the groundwater performance outcomes".
The IAC expressed concerns regarding consequences in
the case of failure of the mitigation works at Edithvale
and stated that "groundwater management is required

to mitigate the long term effects of the project at Edithvale."

FESWI agrees that "the long-term mitigation of the pro-

ject’s potential environmental effects relies on the continuous operation and utility of the project's EPRs. Careful
and continued monitoring of groundwater and ecological response to the projects is required into the future.
The EMF and EPRs must detail the ongoing accountability and responsibility for legacy monitoring equipment"
The Minister concludes:

" My overall conclusion is that the projects can be built
and operated with acceptable environmental effects,
subject to my approval of an amended Environmental
Management Framework " (EMF).
The plan remains subject to Federal Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) approval at
the present time and we are hoping that there is still op-
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EDITHVALE BONBEACH LEVEL CROSSING REMOVAL PROJECTS CONT.
portunity for consultation as the EMF is formulated. We
need to be satisfied that the revised EPRs are properly
expressed in the Framework and that it accurately reflects the EES findings.
We expect the project will most likely go ahead and so
we trust that the LXRA will be working to the EMF and
the EPRs with integrity and not to their misleading summary of the Minister's statement which commented on
monitoring "for several years", when the IAC report
specifies at least ten years monitoring. It must be followed by an ongoing process of assessment of the need
for monitoring of mitigation measures well into the
future.

FESWI as a community organisation needs to be informed as to how the consultation for the EMF is to be
conducted and also to the results of the Monitoring.
Who are the agencies involved and how will the community be engaged in all facets of the EMF? Is the Department of Environment, Land Water and Planning
(DELWP) going to facilitate the dissemination of information and ease of access to the process?
These are important questions that need to be answered and included in the EMF.
Sue Telfer

Celebrations at the Hide
FESWI had a celebration at the bird hide on 22nd
September in order to mark a number of landmarks:
the final, major renovations to the hide being completed; our 30th year of operation; to welcome the
migratory birds; to thank volunteers; and to attract
new members. It was well attended and very pleasant
for members to catch up with each other.

Early Summer at Seaford
Beneath a bowl of summer sky,
A bright white sun and tufted cloud,
A south wind plays across the swamp.
Yellowed grasses, vast expanses,
Their nodding heads rich with ripened seed
Bend and bob and ripple in the breeze.
Green Phragmite, tall and dense,
Some flying plumy flags of lace,
Rustle endless secrets.
From a secluded rush-ringed pool,
An egret lifts, neck s-tucked,
And long legs trailing.
Waters shrink, the frogs are mute,
Baby birds are fed and grown,
The swamp relinquishes and dreams
As summer settles in.
RC
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