
Mid Path Closure 

A path going across the middle of the 

Seaford Wetlands has recently been 

closed causing some angst and anger 

among some members of the public. 

Signs have been ripped off the gates 

and one gate on the east side was 

ripped off its hinges.  

Why? Motor bikes tearing through – 

not only along the path, but through 

the adjoining bushland; people walk-

ing dogs off leash; trees being          

damaged and other plants destroyed; 

areas being dug up; rubbish deposited, 

fire pits; etc etc. And this area is not  

only a nature conservation area but it is    

actually part of the Ramsar designated 

wetland! The path should have been 

closed off years ago. 

Plant Losses 

As reported in the previous issue, 250 

plus plants, put in by Melbourne Water, 

 

were stolen – presumably re-potted 

and sold at markets. However, these 

weren’t the only victims – many of 

the 2,500 plants put in by volunteers 

on National Tree Planting Day have 

been ripped out and generally                   

vandalised; and many plants put in 

by FESWI at the south end have also 

gone missing in action.  

Dumped Rubbish 

Every now and again, large amounts 

of rubbish are dumped in and 

around the wetlands -  most recently 

in the car park at the bird hide. 

Graffiti  

A constantly recurring problem – 

graffiti on paths, signs (informative 

panels at Seaford have been           

rendered completely useless),                 

fences, and even on tree trunks (for 

heaven’s sake!). 
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The amount of disrespect shown by many people who frequent our wetland 

areas is phenomenal. 

Continued on Page 2 
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ENVIRONMENTAL DISRESPECT CONT. 

Firewood 

People go into the buffer zones with saws and 

chain saws and help themselves to the long logs 

(left in the plant beds as habitat for small fauna) 

for firewood. 

Developer Disregard 

FESWI is objecting to a proposed over-

development on the very edge of Seaford                 

Wetlands (Airlie Grove) which was totally        

dismissive of the wetlands in the Advertised Plan 

(and of the vegetation on the block). Our                 

wetlands are already under immense pressure 

from urbanisation (see all of the above) without 

these profit-seeking, out-of-town developers 

seeking to gain financial benefit at the wetlands’ 

expense. 

What is the answer? The public wants and expects access to our natural areas, but is it time to restrict? 

SEAFORD WORKING BEES 2017 

P lanting started in May, mainly in the buffer 

zone along Austin Road. The trees in this area 

were planted many years ago and are well estab-

lished so the plantings this year were under-storey. 

Working Bees were conducted on the first Sunday 

of every month for two hours. In May, June and July 

380 tubes were planted.  

In August some of our members supported National 

Tree Planting Day in the wetlands in an area off Old 

Wells Road. There, over 2,000 plants were planted. 

Many thanks to Matt Green (Ranger) and his team, and 

Kim at the Frankston Indigenous Nursery for their work 

in making this all happen. A job well done! 

In September 170 tubes were planted, and in October 

weeding was done in one of our earlier planted beds - 

seven large bags were collected. Working bees are  

now finished for 2017. 

Thank you to our working bee members – Lorraine, 

Colin, Greg, Dawn, Mike, Alex, Robin, Denise, and 

Elena.  

That’s one way of doing it, Lorraine! Weeding—not popular and hard work! 

Continued from Page 1 

 

Wednesday 

6 

December 

Wednesday 6 December 2017 from 6.00 to 8.00 pm at the Education Centre 

Keep this date in mind all you splendid volunteers—those who help with hide and              

Education Centre duty, working bees, newsletter, website, facebook, and walks and talks.  

You are invited to a thankyou/Christmas celebration on: 

More details later. 



The ‘Please Do Not Feed the Ducks’ sign has been 

put up again (after the other was ripped off). 

Thanks Melbourne Water. 

People like to feed ducks but unfortunately it is not 

good for the ducks or the environment. 

Grant 

FESWI received a grant of $500 from Frankston 

Council (thanks Frankston Council) for the               

production of a colouring book that also                        

informs. This book has been beautifully illustrated 

by Alison. 

FESWI hopes to engage more with the schools in 

the Frankston part of our operations and will use 

the colouring books as part of our armoury. We 

also hope to use a revamped version of our        

cassette tape on the wetlands (initiated many 

years ago by former President Ross Nelson). 

Railway Crossing Removals 

FESWI has been granted a place on the Edithvale 

Community Reference Group, however we were 

unsuccessful in gaining a place on the Seaford 

Group. An Environmental Effects Study is to be 

carried out regarding the trench option at                

Edithvale. Submissions will be invited in February 

next year. 
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SNIPPETS   SNIPPETS   SNIPPETS 

Over the past month, three walks and talks were 

conducted By FESWI. Visitors from the Whitehorse 

Community Indigenous Plant Project Inc were the 

first; and the second were from the NarreWarren 

Scout Group. Both groups visited the Education 

Centre and the hide before walking around                 

Edithvale North.  

At Seaford Wetlands a Year 7 class, (Patterson River 

Secondary College) studying the wetlands, spent the 

morning noting vegetation and birds, and taking 

water and mud samples as part of their studies.  

A talk was also given  to the members of Edithvale 

Probus.at Longbeach RSL. 

Visits 

 Students take a break. Photo by Pravi Chandra 

Indigenous Plant group.    Photo by Margaret Witherspoon 

Sign Replaced 

 Q: What do you call a crate of ducks? A: A box of quackers!  Q: What happens 

when ducks fly upside down? A: They quack up!  Q: What do you get if you cross 

a duck with a firework?  A: A firequaker!  Q: Where does bird royalty live?                       

A: Duckingham Palace.  Q: What do you call a duck on drugs? A: A quackhead! 

Q: What's got ten legs and can fly long distances? A: Five ducks!   



Pale Ducks – Edithvale 

There has been a very pale Black Duck loitering 

around the hide over the last couple of weeks.  It is 

possibly a cross between a Black Duck  and a Mal-

lard (non native species). There are a lot of                   

examples of hybrid ducks on Kananook Creek as 

locals keep duckies in their backyards which mate 

with the locals The article below was written by Pat-

rick who did some work on hybrids around                

Frankston. 

For more:  

http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com/2012/07/28/

the-mallard-x-pacific-black-duck-hybridisation-
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M ulti-award winning Gio Fitzpatrick is a dedi-

cated young urban ecologist and conserva-

tionist, who was endorsed for his envi-

ronmental volunteer work by Sir Da-

vid Attenborough at age sixteen.  

Gio has developed a reputation for 

knowledge and maturity far beyond 

his years, working and volunteering 

since he was eleven years old with 

multiple organisations including Mu-

seum Victoria and Port Phillip EcoCen-

tre and is the convener of the Friends 

of Elster Creek. He has an innate ability to describe 

local wildlife to individuals and groups of all ages 

and backgrounds. 

Dedicated to understanding local species, Gio has 

recorded three fauna species never before seen in 

Victoria, taken the world-first video 

footage of an intertidal spider not 

seen since 1902, and attracted an 

unprecedented array of species to 

the 40 local nest boxes he designed, 

maintains and monitors on public 

land.  

He is currently working on a compre-

hensive, photographic field guide of 

the fauna of Elster Creek.  

This year his work continues to attract recognition 

through many local and national awards. 

AGM Speaker:   Gio Fitzpatrick -                                                 

Youth Wildlife Ambassador 

AT EDITHVALE 

Maned Geese 

Are they Ducks or Geese?  Australian Wood 

Ducks are also called Maned Geese due to the 

longer feathers on the back of the male's head.  

A lovely pair visited the wetlands on Sunday 

10th September with the male calling quietly 

and bobbing his head.  Wood Ducks are more 

often seen on lush green grassy areas and at 

this time of the year have a bunch of fluffy grey 

babies in tow. For more information: 

http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/species/Chen

onetta-jubata 

Alison Kuiter 

Photos by Alison Kuiter 
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FRIENDS OF EDITHVALE 

YOUR INVITATION TO FESWI’S AGM 

The President, Kate Spillane, and the Committee  

SEAFORD WETLANDS INC 

Have pleasure in inviting you 

to the 

28th Annual General Meeting 
Sunday 12th November 

2.00 p.m. 

Edithvale Seaford Wetlands Education Centre 

(Edithvale Road, Edithvale—200 meters east of bird hide) 

Catch up with friends      

Take pride in our achievements       

Thank volunteers    

Hold elections      

Have a cup of tea and a chat 

COME ALONG 

Guest Speaker 

Gio Fitzpatrick  

On 

His Work, Birds and the Antarctic 

(See page 4) 

Photo by 

Alison Kuiter 
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