
Mid Path Closure  

A path going across the middle of the 

Seaford Wetlands has recently been 

closed causing some angst and anger 

among some members of the public. 

Signs have been ripped off the gates 

and one gate on the east side was 

ripped off its hinges.  

Why? Motor bikes tearing through ð 

not only along the path, but through 

the adjoining bushland; people walk-

ing dogs off leash; trees being          

damaged and other plants destroyed; 

areas being dug up; rubbish deposited, 

fire pits; etc etc. And this area is not  

only a nature conservation area but it is    

actually part of the Ramsar designated 

wetland! The path should have been 

closed off years ago. 

Plant Losses 

As reported in the previous issue, 250 

plus plants, put in by Melbourne Water, 

 

were stolen ð presumably re-potted 

and sold at markets. However, these 

werenõt the only victims ð many of 

the 2,500 plants put in by volunteers 

on National Tree Planting Day have 

been ripped out and generally                   

vandalised; and many plants put in 

by FESWI at the south end have also 

gone missing in action.  

Dumped Rubbish  

Every now and again, large amounts 

of rubbish are dumped in and 

around the wetlands -  most recently 

in the car park at the bird hide. 

Graffiti  

A constantly recurring problem ð 

graffiti on paths, signs (informative 

panels at Seaford have been           

rendered completely useless),                 

fences, and even on tree trunks (for 

heavenõs sake!). 
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The amount of disrespect shown by many people who frequent our wetland 

areas is phenomenal.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL DISRESPECT CONT. 

Firewood  

People go into the buffer zones with saws and 

chain saws and help themselves to the long logs 

(left in the plant beds as habitat for small fauna) 

for firewood.  

Developer Disregard  

FESWI is objecting to a proposed over-

development on the very edge of Seaford                 

Wetlands (Airlie Grove) which was totally        

dismissive of the wetlands in the Advertised Plan 

(and of the vegetation on the block). Our                 

wetlands are already under immense pressure 

from urbanisation (see all of the above) without 

these profit-seeking, out-of-town developers 

seeking to gain financial benefit at the wetlandsõ 

expense. 

What is the answer? The public wants and expects access to our natural areas, but is it time to restrict? 

SEAFORD WORKING BEES 2017 

P lanting started in May, mainly in the buffer 

zone along Austin Road. The trees in this area 

were planted many years ago and are well estab-

lished so the plantings this year were under-storey. 

Working Bees were conducted on the first Sunday 

of every month for two hours. In May, June and July 

380 tubes were planted.  

In August some of our members supported National 

Tree Planting Day in the wetlands in an area off Old 

Wells Road. There, over 2,000 plants were planted. 

Many thanks to Matt Green (Ranger) and his team, and 

Kim at the Frankston Indigenous Nursery for their work 

in making this all happen. A job well done!  

In September 170 tubes were planted, and in October 

weeding was done in one of our earlier planted beds - 

seven large bags were collected. Working bees are  

now finished for 2017.  

Thank you to our working bee members ð Lorraine, 

Colin, Greg, Dawn, Mike, Alex, Robin, Denise, and 

Elena.  

Thatõs one way of doing it, Lorraine! Weedingñnot popular and hard work!  
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Wednesday 

6 

December 

Wednesday 6 December 2017 from 6.00 to 8.00 pm at the Education Centre 

Keep this date in mind all you splendid volunteersðthose who help with hide and              

Education Centre duty, working bees, newsletter, website, facebook, and walks and talks.  

You are invited to a thankyou/Christmas celebration on: 

More details later. 


