
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

A s reported 

last Warbler 

we are still having 

high water levels 

in the wetlands 

with intermittent 

flooding to the 

lower level of the 

Hide. Access to 

the upper level is  

available but you 

need reliable foot-

wear. Walking boots or gumboots are 

the best. 

Volunteers to assist visitors are still need-

ed as Covid has diminished our regular 

volunteer folk. Anyone who can help 

should contact Robin Clarey and she 

can fill you in on the system. We always 

have two or more volunteers on duty 

together and make sure new people are 

with an expert experienced volunteer. 

We are planning to hold our Annual 

General Meeting on Sunday November 

6th at the Education Centre in Edithvale 

Rd, near the Hide, towards Wells Rd. 

This Centre is run by Melbourne Water 

and they lend it to us for meetings.    
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Printed maps are available at the Hide, 

also a copy on the website. Anyone 

who is interested in coming on our 

committee can discuss that with me 

by text/phone to 0409388066.            

We meet monthly on a Wednesday 

evening (this time is negotiable with 

committee members).  

We make it straightforward by provid-

ing plenty of education and support 

to new members. No previous                         

experience is required. We particularly          

encourage young members to        

consider joining the committee.                   

It is of real value if you are interested 

in career progression around                        

environmental issues. 

We hope to see you at the Hide to 

view our new ducklings, cygnets and 

Purple Swamphen chicks who are just 

appearing together with the large  

variety of adult wetland local birds 

and hopefully international migrants. 

The Seaford Wetlands are also worth 

a visit. 

Regards to all, 

Rosalie Cooper    President                                    

 

 

Mark this date.  

The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

is planned for Sunday 6th November 2022  

from 1.30 pm to 4.00 pm  

at the Education Centre.  

https://

www.facebook.com/

https://www.facebook.com/edithvaleseafordwetlands/
https://www.facebook.com/edithvaleseafordwetlands/
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THE BIRD HIDE Robin Clarey 

T he lower floor of the bird hide has been  

subject to regular flooding over the past 

month and has resulted in FESWI having to close 

the lower floor to visitors on the weekends. It is 

frustrating that this is starting to happen so regu-

larly, given that this winter’s rainfall was right on 

average—where is all this water coming from?  

The worry is what damage is it doing to the hide. 

But the greater worry is, if it does not recede 

soon, it will be useless to the migratory waders 

coming in which need muddy banks to feed     

upon. More water needs to be pumped out. 

O n Saturday 20
th

 August, FESWI                             

participated in the Family Science Expo 

organised by the Chelsea Heights Community 

Centre as a part of National Science Week. 

Our display took on two themes –  

1. Why wetlands? Historically considered to be 

plaguey, smelly places full of pestilence and 

mosquitoes and only good for draining, but 

now understood to have specific functions and 

an important place in the ecosystem. 

 2. Signs of a healthy wetland. Manifested via its 

flora/water plants, fauna and                             

macroinvertebrates.  

We had lots of examples on display including 

microscopes for viewing the water life and we 

were visited by lots of kids. 

Over winter the hide has had to be partially 

closed (1
st
 and 3

rd
 Saturdays of the month)                    

because of a shortage of volunteers. Having 

said that, we know that winter is not an easy 

time to be at the hide (cold, miserable weather 

and fewer visitors) so I would like to extend a 

most sincere thanks to our current group –                   

Janet, Craig, Rosie, Sandy, Rosalie, Helen, Bev, 

Roger, Colin, Ali, Julie-Anne, Maureen, Graeme, 

Margaret, Scott, Arlis, Russell, Peter, Ruth &                  

Bernard, Nola, Margot, Jacqui, Cathy, Inez and 

our two newest members Jo and Jaye.                                     

Thankyou to you all! 

FAMILY SCIENCE EXPO 

D r Birgita Hansen, Centre for eResearch and 
Digital Innovation, Federation University 

Australia, who has been surveying populations of 
Latham’s Snipe over a number of years has sent 
us the following results.  
All the data on recent Latham Snipe surveys over 
the past season has been curated and the totals 
for the 3 surveys are  
- September 2021 - 1124 snipe from 121 sites                                                                                                             

- November 2021 – a whopping 1966 snipe from 

121 sites (this exceeds our previous highest in 

Nov 2020 of 1619 by a long margin)                                                                                                                                            

- January 2022 – 1140 snipe from 110 sites 

The surveys are on 
again this season and 
the dates are Septem-
ber 24, November 26 
and January 14. 
FESWI participates in 
this program at both 
Edithvale and Seaford 
Wetlands, ably led by 
Sue Telfer who has had the help at various times 
of our members – Denise, Inez, Craig, Roger, 
John and Juliette.  
If you would like to help, give Sue a ring on 0408 
406 554. 

LATHAM'S SNIPE 2021-2022 SURVEY 

Photo: John Cooper 

Photo: BirdLife Au 
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SNIPPETS 
Frankston Mayor’s Family Picnic 

Coming up in September is the Frankston 

Mayor’s Family Picnic on 17
th

 September at                   

Carrum Downs Recreation Reserve, Wedge 

Road, Carrum Downs 3201, between12:00noon 

and 5:00pm. 

Podcast 

Also coming up in September, FESWI is taking 

part in a podcast on birding for beginners. Peter 

Murphy is representing FESWI in this – date yet 

to be announced. 

Early Breeding in the Wetlands 

Over the past month or so eight broods of 

Swans at Edithvale and two at Seaford have 

been observed.  Also, one brood of Purple 

Swamphen at Edithvale, one brood of Pacific 

Duck at Seaford.     

And recently a Latham’s Snipe has been                       

observed at Edithvale. At Edithvale it has been 

estimated that there are 13-14 kangaroos. These 

numbers have been steady over the past few 

years. (Source: Sean Dooley at CLC Meeting) 

Photo: Robin Clarey Photo: Steve McDonald 

 
PERSUASION  

This is a persuasive message! It employs five techniques of persuasion. 
 
1. Attention Statement:  
What is it all about???    Keep reading …... 
2. Approach People When They are in a Good Mood:  
Are you feeling relaxed and perhaps having a cup of tea? 
3. Introduction:  
FESWI is an effective, dynamic, committed, environmentally aware organisation that has been active              
for 33 years. Being a member, you would embody similar values to those of FESWI. You would wish it 
well and wish it to continue. 
4. Explanation: 
FESWI was established to care for the wetlands and you as members have demonstrated interest,                   
willingness and commitment by involvement in rehabilitation (planting, weeding); education 
(manning birdhide, walks and talks, stalls at community functions) and protection.  
5. Call to action: 
The role of President is soon to be vacant. 
  
Will you, at this point, lose all interest, turn the page, retreat from any consideration?  
 

Or, will you give pause for thought, will you consider this opportunity, reflect upon its worthiness, 

contemplate its positives, take up the challenge of this role?  

 
You would be very well supported by long-standing committee members who are looking for                     
someone with fresh eyes! Even if you are just thinking about it please contact Rosalie on mob 0409 
388 066 or email rosalie.rmc74@gmail.com for further information. 

mailto:rosalie.rmc74@gmail.com
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U3A KNOX BIRD WATCHING GROUP VISIT TO 

EDITHVALE WETLANDS 

F ourteen members of U3A Knox Bird 

Watching group visited the Friends of the 

Edithvale Wetlands hide for its regular Friday 

morning outing on 26 August. Margaret 

Hunter, Secretary of the Friends group was 

our guide for the morning. 

For ten members of the group it was their first 

visit inside the hide although several had pre-

viously visited the public viewing platform 

(access 24 hours) adjacent to the hide.  The 

recent rain had ensured that the wetlands 

were over capacity with minor flooding on the 

Edithvale Road footpath and several centime-

tres of water covering the lower floor of the 

hide.  However, sturdy waterproof footwear 

allowed entry to this level.  The upper level 

was well above the flood level and provided 

comfortable viewing. 

A good range of water birds were on view 

including Black Swans with cygnets, Purple 

Swamphens, Eurasian Coots, abundant Chest-

nut Teal and a few Grey Teal. Little-pied, Little-

black and Great Cormorants were also sight-

ed.  The resident Swamp Harrier was seen 

briefly as were the elusive Little-Grass Birds 

hiding in the Cumbungi reeds.  The less com-

mon Blue-billed and Musk Duck were also 

seen.  Welcome Swallows were constantly 

hawking above the water with many landing 

briefly on the fence wire by the public viewing 

area.  Non water birds seen in the bush 

around the hide included White-plumed and 

New Holland Honeyeaters, Brown Thornbill, 

Red Wattlebirds with flyovers by Rainbow Lori-

keets and Red-rumped Parrots. 

For anybody wishing to view a large variety of 

birds, this RAMSAR location is an ideal way to 

do it.  It is open to the public on Saturday and 

Sunday afternoons (subject to volunteer avail-

ability).  The volunteers make the visitors feel 

most welcome. 

Thank you to Margaret Hunter for making a 

most enjoyable visit possible. 

John Bosworth  Co-ordinator, U3A Bird Watching Group 

Photo: Jay K Photo: Ross Fernley Photo: Steve McDonald 

WORKING BEES 

W orking bees are continuing in the 

southern buffer zone of Seaford                 

Wetlands, ably led by Rex Chugg. 

Seven volunteers planted out 100 Dichondra 

repens (ground cover) plants in July and 100 

plants by three volunteers in August. 

Many thanks to Rex, Denise, Julie,  Emma & 

Andy, Robin and  Renae. 

Denise and Julie 

Rex, Emma and 

Andy 



Page 5 Wetland Warbler 

 ABOUT SPOONBILLS 

T here are six species of spoonbills world-

wide, of which two — the Royal Spoon-

bill and Yellow-billed Spoonbill — occur in  

Australia. Despite their shared ranges across 

Australia, the Royal is more closely related to 

the spoonbills of the Old World and Asia, 

while the closest relative of the Yellow-billed is 

the Roseate Spoonbill of South and Central 

America. 

Both species forage by walking through shal-

low water, and have several feeding tech-

niques, most commonly swiping their hyper-

sensitive bill from side to side in an arc to          

detect tiny aquatic invertebrates. The swiping 

action differs between species, with Yellow-

bills having a smooth 

action, while Royals 

use a more jagged 

feeding action. 

Although both           

species may under-

take long-distance movements, the Royal            

appears to generally make longer ones. For 

example, the Yellow-billed has turned up in 

New Zealand just twice, while Royals have 

become an established breeding species 

across the Tasman; nevertheless, they seldom 

visit Tasmania or the South West. 

When breeding, Royal Spoonbills sprout a    

luxuriant mane of plumes from the back of the 

head, which may hang down almost to the 

bird’s back, while Yellow-billed Spoonbills 

sprout insignificant yellowish plumes from the 

upper breast and whispy black ones on the 

lower back. 

FOUR THINGS YOU MAY OR MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT SPOONBILLS 

Breeding Spoonbills t Seaford 

M argaret hosted a visit to the Bird Hide at 

Edithvale from 17 VCE students from 

Bentleigh Secondary College who had an inter-

est in the work of FESWI at the bird hide and in 

gaining information on the Edithvale Seaford 

Wetlands.  This visit was arranged through                    

Melbourne Water, which was appreciative of our 

availability to run visits at short notice. 

After a ten-minute session viewing the ducks, 

cygnets, Black Swans, and Purple Swamphens, in 

their element along with the other birds, we dis-

cussed the important role of managing the wet-

lands as a RAMSAR wetland and its impact on 

the protection of the wetlands and all its special 

features.  We took an opportunity also to appre-

ciate the challenges facing the environment in 

this area and the threats from increased urbani-

zation, flooding, very high water levels in the 

hide and reasons for this, and the background 

regulations which Melbourne Water uses to 

manage the wetlands. Referred to Melbourne 

Water as noted in previous newsletter. 

The birds put on a ‘grand’ performance, with a 

number of swans and ducks listening into the 

conversation from outside the window – per-

haps they wanted to join us as well, which           

impressed the students who found this unex-

pected.  The visit was enjoyed by all.  

 

 VCE STUDENTS VISIT Margaret Hunter 

Reprinted from BirdLife Australia 
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