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REMNANTS OF THE CARRUM CARRUM SWAMP 
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 Tread Lightly 

 

The wind moves across its face 

In a rustle of its rushes, 

The sun and rain alike, soak into its skin. 

The swamp bares its belly to the sky, 

Open, expansive, 

Accepting Nature’s tread, 

And man’s. 

 

The cracked and dry façade  

Of its waterless stretches, 

Its wind-broken limbs and boughs, 

Its native grasses brown and sere, 

Are nature’s steps and light, 

For seasons turn. 

 

But its prickly skin of Spiny Rush, 

Its plastics-filtered waters, 

Briny, where no thing can live, 

Its littered crevices, 

And denizens not native, 

No season’s turn will fix.                            

 

The swamp bares its belly and accepts it all. 

Please tread lightly as you pass.                               

 

Robin Clarey 
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MS CAROLYN BRIGGS—BOON WURRUNG STORY 

This story was told by Ms Carolyn Briggs, a Boon Wurrung Elder, at a special Recon-
ciliation Assembly of The Parliament of Victoria, 31st May 2000, during National 
Reconciliation Week. The story is reproduced here with the author's permission. 

 

 

THE BOON WURRUNG 
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Today Melbourne is the great multicultural city of the world and  this  special place 

continues to carry forward the spirit  of  our tradition. This land will always be pro-

tected by the creator, Bunjil, who travels as an  Eagle,  and  by  Waarn, who protects 

the waterways and travels as a Crow. Bunjil taught the Boon Wurrung to always  

welcome  guests, but  he  always required the Boon Wurrung to ask all visitors to 

make two promises: to obey the laws of Bunjil and not to harm the children or the 

land of Bunjil. 

As the spirit of my ancestors lives, let the wisdom and the spirit of generosity, which 
Bunjil taught us, influence the decisions made in this meeting place. 
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as such. The resulting   Edithvale-Seaford Wetlands Environmental Area   

Regulations 1980 

It also created an Advisory Committee, comprising two members from each of the               

 -0.33m Australian Height              

Datum (AHD) as soon as possible. 
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The effect of the additional water was immediate, and the site began to evolve as an 

expansive, seasonal wetland. 



John Scholes, Chairman of the DVA                  

Management Committee. 
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A recent example of  a ‘revived’ wetland next to Seaford Wetlands. Water was let into the 

north-eastern corner of the Downs Estate (previously farmland). Within weeks birds and frogs 

had moved in and indigenous wetland plants regenerated. 
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OUR LOGO 

OUR FLAG 
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AN UP-DATED VERSION              

DESIGNED BY JOHN COOPER 



 

Map Source: Google Earth Pro 

Map data ©2017 Google 
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Swans and ducks seen from this viewing ramp    
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Photo: Allan Broomhall 



 

Edithvale South 
 
In 2012 it was reported that the latest safety-engineering report on the bird hide revealed 
significant deterioration in the columns and footings that had been submerged in water 
and the hide had to be closed. 
 
However, MW proposed to rebuild the viewing ramp near the hide into a platform with 
roof and, possibly, sides; the intention being to extend the new platform out by six meters 
to give a wider viewing area; and to make the lead-up ramp compliant with disabled     
access regulations.  
 
The new structure would be open to the community at all times.   
At the same time, FESWI was given the right to open the Education Centre every Sunday 
afternoon to the public.  

In the top photo, the viewing platform (photo below) can be seen behind the reeds to the 

right of the hide (orange roof). 
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Edithvale North 
 
If you take a walk along the track in Edithvale north you will notice a viewing platform 
overlooking one of the ponds. This was built by Aspendale Rotary in conjunction with 
Next Step - Chelsea Work for the Dole Scheme and it allows a great vantage point for 
viewing birds.  
 
It was officially opened on Saturday morning 3rd May, 2003, at a handing-over                 
ceremony. Present were Terry Cheshire, President of Rotary Aspendale; Topsy Petchey, 
local ward member for the Kingston Council; Denis Hyland, District Governor                     
Nominee - Rotary; Owen Griffith, supervisor - Next Step, Yvette Barrington - Manager 
Next Step, Leigh Crang, principal of Aspendale Gardens PS, a large number of kids 
from the school, our own president at the time, Malcolm Shapcott, and members Barry, 
Rete, Sybil, Kath and Robin.  

 

Terry Cheshire, President of Rotary Aspendale, Yvette Barrington,                                                            
Manager Next Step, and Malcolm Shapcott - President, FEWSI 

Seaford 
 
A little later, Frankston 
Council built a viewing 
platform over-looking 
the South Pond in Austin 
Road. 
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Asia 

Siberia 
Northern Europe 

Alaska 

Japan 

Edithvale-Seaford Wetlands 

The routes that these birds take are called flyways. The East Asian                

Australasian Flyway extends from the Arctic Circle through South East Asia to                

Australia and New Zealand. 

 

Latham’s Snipe Photo: Allan Broomhall
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Edithvale-Seaford Wetlands 
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Asia 

 

Red-necked Stints  Photo: Alison Kuiter 

Sharp-tailed Sandpipers  Photo: Alison Kuiter 
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Asia 

Edithvale-Seaford Wetlands 

Japan 

Northern Europe 
Siberia 

Asia 

Wood Sandpiper  Photo: Steve McDonald   
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The 

 

Bird Hide (rear view) 1991 Photo: John Gertsakis (City of Springvale) 
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Early days at the hide. 
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Single-storey 

construction  

25 



             
       deeper       

  a bridge because if the two low bits on either side of it were connected, the 
excess dirt from beneath the bridge would raise the remaining path on each side.  

My sons, Jamie and Mark, thought the idea had merit so helped out for a few days.             
Having a bit of spare time, we also did the ponding deck. Once again we applied for a 
grant, this time to improve this entrance.  

Thanks to the hard-working Grants Officer, our grant application was approved. Now 
there is a small bridge, and the ponding deck had a nice hand rail and edging. The local 
paper came to toke photos. Mark had just had a sort of Mohican hair cut that looked a 
little strange!

The ponds soon filled with 

water, and with a little                

material left over, a ponding 

platform was built. The photo 

on the left shows the strong 

construction. The water is 

low here but often comes 

right up to the deck. 
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Hide Interior 2017 

December 2003 

February 2001 
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KATH PRIOR  

                    DAISY 
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TREE RING DATES 
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River Reds at        

Seaford 



PLANTING THE BUFFER  
32 



PLANTING THE BUFFER  

 

Now for the next 

300 trees. 

The area had 

been ploughed. 

Very muddy. 
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Planting the buffer 

strip beside Edithvale 

Road, closest to the 

residential area. 



PLANTING EDITHVALE NORTH 

Edithvale North is quite different from Edithvale South. It was the site of a rubbish tip 

for many years from settlement. There were plans to build several special features to               

educate visitors, but these did not eventuate. 

Instead it was decided to tidy it up and form ponds so that long-legged birds (feathered 

ones) would like to use the area. The person who was organising it told me that he had 

employed some bulldozer drivers to form the ponds and clear up the area. He said that 

one of the drivers was a woman and SHE WAS THE BEST BULLDOZER OF THE 

LOT! 

As you can see (photos next page), it was muddy but worth the effort to encourage the 

extra species of birds. 
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MUD 

GLORIOUS 

MUD 
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Left: Barry Ross                                  

Left: Malcolm Shapcott 
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Right: Rex Chugg 
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                                        PLANTING BY BOAT 
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TREE GUARDS 
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THE FURPHY WATER CART  

 

 The Furphy Water Cart                              
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TRAILER, BIRD BOXES AND KEY BOX 

 

Ross Nelson, who is multi-skilled, made an equipment trailer to use  

when we were planting, having a display or needing to transport a load 

somewhere. As can be seen in the photograph (Page 43), it was a great 

advertisement for FESWI. As well as the trailer Ross also made a big 

waterproof box which was kept behind the back corner of the 

Secretary's house and used to leave anything members needed to 

access, including the hide key. This continued until a special key 

system was established at the hide gate. 

Bird Boxes. Ross Nelson Newsletter 20, March 1992. 

To help boost bird numbers at our Wetlands, I recently made 9 bird 

boxes out of old packing cases which unfortunately are very time 

consuming to work with. 

The first four boxes my son and I put in place near the observation hide 

at Seaford North Primary School. 

The water had receded, but not as much as we expected, and was about 

300mm (1 foot) deep. The peat was so soft that boots were no match 

for the sticky ooze. Braving all I went in bare feet. Luckily the water 

was warm because with each step I sank up to my thighs. 

Each box required two trips – one with the pole and one with the box. 

An extra trip was required to take a photo, but was well worthwhile. 

The other four boxes we located in the lagoon at the end of James 

Street. This lagoon is man-made and is about 450mm (18 inches) deep 

with a firm clay base which believe me, is very difficult to drive poles 

into. 

We took the opportunity to inspect the trees our group planted on the 

island. They were doing well, as were some rushes and other water edge 

plants that had taken hold. The water in the new lagoon was still very 

salty and lacking in life but had improved since the previous year. On 

the other hand, the water in the natural lagoon near Seaford North 

Primary School was teeming with life including Dragon Flies and 

schools of small fish. 

The last box we used at Edithvale to replace one of the original two 

boxes that had become worn out. 

Whilst at Edithvale we took an inventory of the contents of all the bird 

boxes. Here are the results. 

1. Feathers, not much material. 

2. Two large white eggs- Teal. One small blue-green egg - Indian Myna 

3. White egg shells. 

4.  Lots of down and nesting material. 

5. Five eggs and down. 
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                                               TRAILER, BIRD BOXES AND KEY BOX 

                             6. Nine eggs, down. 

7. Eight eggs and down. 

8. Nothing. 

9. Lots of material and teal feathers. 

10. Bits of shell, not much material. 

11. One egg, not much material. 

12. Full up, 5 white eggs with one blue/green one. Seems an Indian Myna        

moved in after the Teal left. 

13. Two eggs, lots of down. 
 

  

                       

                                                 

                                                                                 BIRD BOXES MADE BY ROSS NELSON 
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                                                TRAILER, BIRD BOXES AND KEY BOX 

 

The bird boxes were made because they provide a safe place for birds to 

hatch their eggs, and also, allow for the examination of the contents of the 

boxes when, they are vacated - this provides information on the birds’ diet 

as well as the information that Ross has already listed. 
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                                                      DUCK IN RENOVATIONS 

                       

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This building was originally used by CSIRO for launching weather 

balloons. It was placed in the path of a strong prevailing wind which 

comes across the bay, hits first at Aspendale, and proceeds overland to 

the site and on to Doncaster, thus assisting in supporting the balloons.  

 

Later, Melbourne Water offered us the opportunity to use the building 

as a headquarters and for storage for our fast growing equipment and 

tools. Up to then we had been meeting at the Secretary’s home and 

storing tools etc in our garages, all very inconvenient. 

 

We were delighted and somebody said, "What will we call it?”                      

Kath Prior, a long standing Committee member said, " How about Duck 

In because that is what we will do?" We accepted this brilliant idea. 

 

This began a renovation programme led by President Ross Nelson, using 

his wide range of skills. We cleaned, cleared, organised and began 

enjoying having all meetings in Duck In. Under the leadership of Kaye 

Proudley, committee member, expert "Bird Watcher" and indigenous 

plant expert, several plantings were organised. In Kaye's notes 

(Memories) she describes the involvement of Community Services. 

Our Logo was painted on the outside. 

The top half of the building was open space for balloon launching. 

We decided, under Ross Nelson's leadership, to use that space. Ross 

obtained a fire escape from a cinema in Malvern, which we paid for 

with a Kingston Community Grant. Under Ross's leadership, Frank 

Jupp and Barry Ross set about installing the stairs and a mezzanine 

floor using the open space, so we had an excellent store downstairs 

and meeting room upstairs. Ross also removed the upstairs end walls 

and installed large windows with great views over the wetlands area. 

Tony Flavel did the painting. 

 

This building has enabled our willing and skilled members to 

complete hundreds of hours of manual labour at no cost to 

Melbourne Water while protecting and nurturing this Internationally 

Recognised Ramsar Wetland. 
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                                                              DUCK IN RENOVATIONS 

 

  

These older photos show the bi-fold doors to which we had given 

a coat of paint (lower photo). 

The first photo shows Kaye Proudley's work on the enclosure, 

the grass is dead and a load of mulch is ready to spread. 

The second photo (some time later) shows a few plants 

becoming established. 
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                                                               DUCK IN RENOVATIONS 

 

                                                                                  

                                 

 

 

 A Kingston Community Grant was used to purchase the old fire 

escape stairs from a cinema in Malvern Road. 

The old cinema stairs were in poor condition, the hand rail only 

needed a push to break it off. It was fortunate it was never used in 

an emergency. 

Removal of the stairs involved cutting a few bolts and lowering 

the stairs with a chain block which was bolted to the brickwork 
 

Frank Jupp, Barry Ross and Ross Nelson rolled the section out on 

bits of steel pipe and slid them onto the trailer. The bottom part on 

the trailer still had the handrail but it came off easily later on.         

I think we had expected a difficult job but for once it was much 

quicker than expected. Altering and fixing the stairs took a fair 

while but Tony Flavel painted it and made it look brand new. 

Friends Ross Nelson, Frank Jupp and Barry Ross did the 

dismantling and re-building renovations and Tony Flavel did the 

painting. 
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Ross Nelson 



 

                                                                            

                                                                                   DUCK IN RENOVATIONS 

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

The stairs looked better painted. These stairs are one-meter wide as 

required for public use. The landing was also a requirement. Two posts 

held it at the high ends so it was really self-supporting. 

 

See the difference – the old doors gone and the new windows going in. The big timber 

ladder (see over) is interesting (an old SEC ladder). It was a bit scary right at the top 

because it flexed a lot. These were later replaced with lighter, safer wooden ladders. 
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DUCK IN RENOVATIONS 

 

  

The first photo shows Mark and Polar, the dog, framing the opening to take the 

rolla door.                                                                                                                          

The second shows Jamie and Mark lowering the old ply bi-fold doors. These 

were extremely heavy, easy enough to let down but hard to slide outside where 

they were cut into sections.  

The bottom photo is the next day carrying in the new doors. Note, in this photo 

the colour bond surrounds and trim have been installed around the opening. 
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DUCK IN RENOVATIONS 

                                 

 

                                                  

 

          Installing Duck In Rolla Doors. 

Jamie Nelson is by the ladder standing on the first section of the repainted stairs. 

"Fantastic Garage Doors" supplied the four doors and installed for them for free. It took 

four of us all day as it was heavy and difficult. Jamie and Ross Nelson had spent the 

previous day removing the bi-fold doors and preparing the opening. 

After the doors were installed, the top section of the stair case was installed. It was a 

while before we obtained a grant to build the upstairs floor. 

Ross Nelson 
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                                                                                  GRANT MONEY 

 

Gaining grants from government bodies and corporate organisations is the life blood of 

any community group. It is no different for the Friends of Edithvale-Seaford Wetlands 

Inc. It allows them to undertake projects, programs, buy  equipment, promote  their 

group and  continue  to undertake the fundamentals for working in  the  community and  

securing the  future of the wetlands. 

 

As I worked for over ten years in various local government authorities as a Recreation 

Officer I had been intimately involved in the area of community and government grants. 

The majority of my role was to develop grant schemes, promote them, assist community 

groups apply for them, assess submitted grants and finally decide on successful 

applicants. Also involved in my role was seeking of grants for community groups and 

my local government authority, from State and Federal Governments and other 

organisations offering grants. Such grants could range from a few thousand dollars to 

millions. 

When I took on the role of Grants Officer for the Wetlands I would seek out possible 

grants, assess their criteria, aims and objectives, contact the organisations and discuss 

the type of applications that would ultimately be successful. Then I would find out as 

much as possible about our own possible projects and programs that we wanted to 

undertake. Then the main aim was to write up applications to describe our own aims 

and objectives that corresponded with those of the grant guidelines. 

Grants are not often handed out without a matching contribution from the applicant. 

This can sometimes be on a $1 for $1 basis, and/or volunteer labour contribution, 

equipment or materials all supplied by the applicant. Often the applicants have lots of 

the above, apart from enough funds to totally undertake the entire project or program 

themselves. So securing a grant is like getting "Free Money." 

As a result, I always felt like I had won Tattslotto every time we were successful in gaining 

a grant. All I had to contribute was time, brain power and bingo Free $. 

It was a privilege to have worked as grants officer for over 8 years and see it develop 

as a result. Looking forward to future progress. 

Linda Meadows 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            OVER THE YEARS 

FESWI has regularly sought, and been successful, in 

obtaining, grant money over the years of its operation 

including large amounts for weed eradication; promotion 

and education; plantings at Chelsea Heights; and the 

renovation and re-opening of the bird hide. 

 

The following Grant Income and Expenditure (next page), is for one year 

Each subsequent year varied with the differing needs of the Friends. 
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 GRANT INCOME & EXPENDITURE FOR YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE 2002 

 
Natural Heritage Trust Grant: Purpose - Tree planting at Seaford 

  
  25/11/98 Received 25,000.00     

1/07/01 Balance remaining 5,179.21 
  

20/08/01 Utility hire 
  

64.96 
11/09/01 5000 stakes   1,397.00   

17/09/01 Plants (76R Wells Rd}   2,500.00   

26/11/01 Utility hire   78.54   

17/12/01 Utility hire   98.10   

21/01/02 Site preparation - Weed spraying       1,000.00   
          5,138.60   

30/06/02 Balance·     40.61 

 

 
Parks Victoria: Purpose - Seaford Wetlands Bush Corridor Regeneraion 

. 19/04/00 Received 5,000.00   

1/07/01 Balance remaining 1,400.45 
  

30/06/02 Balance 
  

1,400.45 
 

  
City of Kingston: Purpose - Improving 'Duck In' 

15/01/01 Received 2,000.00   

1/07/01 Balance remaining 319.38 
  

30/06/02 Balance 
  

319.38 

 
Melbourne Water: Purpose - Seaford 'Swamp Paperbark Project' 

16/07/01 Received 3,660.00     

16/07/01 Round-up / pump 
  

214.50 
11/09/01 2000 Weed mats   984.50   

17/09/01 Utility hire   66.20   

11/02/02 Water container   39.75   

20/05/02 Delivery of stakes   5.00   

" 1000 plants   1,000.00   

       2,309.95   

 30/06/02 Balance 
    

1,350.05 

 
Melbourne Water: Purpose - Postage Newsletlers 2001/02 

16/07/01  Received  810.00  

Newsletters Nos. 67-73 810.00 

  

30/06/02 Balance                                                                                  0.00 

Linda Meadows 
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                        HOW KANGAROOS CAME TO EDITHVALE WETLANDS 
 

      

           

 

When animals are happy in their habitat their numbers tend to increase. In 

the late 1970's Healesville Sanctuary and Melbourne Zoo each had the 

problem of too many young. Experts were consulted and it was suggested 

that to neuter the breeding male could solve the problem. Two experiments 

failed - the kangaroos died. The experts learnt from their mistakes and 

refining their techniques, chose a large Eastern Grey, to proceed with the 

surgery. 

When he recovered he seemed to only be interested in the whereabouts of 

his ladies. Problem- where could they go to live where they would be safe? 

Edithvale Wetlands with its high wire fence and Wetland Watch seemed 

ideal. He was taken there with 6 females and one young un-neutered male. 

All went well until the young male, growing older, demanded a chance of 

"doing what comes naturally." He found a young lady and would take her 

to the opposite end from the mob, near the hide. 

Unfortunately, the grant money ran out so no more was to be learnt, and the 
kangaroos had privacy. 

Then the big guy developed a sore hip and the vet said he was in pain. Had 

he lived in the wild he would have died - time to put him to sleep. 

The young male took over but did not request sole rights, so everybody 

could have fun. Result- numbers increased. 
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  LIVING WITH AND WATCHING KANGAROOS AT EDITHVAl.E WETLANDS 

Prepared for Melbourne Water by 

                        Bryan Walters, ZOOLOGIST. Ecoplan Australia 

                

                        COUGH AT A KANGOROO 

 

Kangaroo behaviour Your behaviour 
 

An animal unwilling to move away Cough, lower your gaze, bend a little. Move 

away quietly. 

An animal standing upright and staring at you 

without moving its ears 

Cough, lower your eyes, turn away. 

 

An animal standing upright and tipping back on its 

tail and scratching its chest while staring at you 

Cough, bend down quickly and move away 
quickly. Keep moving away. Don't get 

between the standing animal and any other 

A number of animals caught in a corner and 

making many small nervous movements 

Move back and to one side slowly but 

definitely so that the animals can see an 
open exit route 

A male pulling grass while looking at you Cough, lower your body and move away 

A male rubbing its chest on the ground while 

facing you 

 

Cough, quickly lower your body, shout, 
move quickly backward while turning away. 

Continue to move away, but watch the 

kangaroo out of the corner of your eye. 

Kangaroos 'following the leader' along a 

vegetation corridor 

Step sideways two steps into the thick 
grasses immediately to allow free passage of 

the kangaroos. Keep still. Wait a few 

minutes in case there are stragglers 
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                                  EDITH VA LE KANGAROO COUNT 
                                               Barry Ross Wetland Warbler No: 66 May 2001 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         

                 

 

At 8:00am on Tuesday, 24 April a small band of Friends, lead by Angela and Malcolm 

from Melbourne Water, attempted to count the Kangaroos at Edithvale Wetlands.  The 

reason for the early start being that Kangaroos are more placid in the morning. 

 Since they were first placed in the Wetlands in 1984, the number of kangas has been 

steadily expanding to the extent that there is now real concern about the size of the 

population that the Wetland Reserve can support.  Hence the need to ascertain just how 

many roos are now there. 

In case you think counting Kangaroos is easy let me set you straight.  Our Edithvale 

Kangaroos seemed very determined to thwart anything that even looked a head count. 

We planned our count with military precision.   

 First, we were to synchronise our watches. then surround the roos in small groups.  At 

8.30am precisely, we were to move slowly in and count any roos seen, and mark their 

location on a map.  This method was to avoid any double counting. 

 Our plan worked perfectly except the roos spotted us taking our positions before 

8:30am and about half the herd bolted into the long reeds never to be seen again. 

 After comparing notes, we determined that we had spotted around 18 roos, and that 

those that cleared off beforehand also totalled around 18, making a grand total of 36 

kangaroos. 

 We hope to conduct another count in the not too distant future using a slightly different 

technique to avoid the problem we incurred this time.  More about this in a future 

newsletter. 

 Thanks to our intrepid band of kanga counters. 

  

  

 

54 

You lot double back 

to the other counters 

and we’ll run past 

these guys a few 

more times. 



 

    

 

  Aerobics, Spa, Gym, Sauna   

    

 237 sq ms  38 

 300 sq ms Car Parking Spaces 401 

 30 children  160 seats 

   160 seats 

      

Bottle Shop (Drive In)   Total People 2,376 
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We give our thanks to all those “Friends” involved and particularly to Barry 

At the time of writing, another potential threat was emerging – the railway trench              

option at the Edithvale Road railway crossing. The Public Hearing was in June. 2018.                              

FESWI sincerely thanks Sue Telfer, Scott Seymour and Sean Dooley for representing 

us so brilliantly at the hearing in expressing our concerns. Scott spent many, many 

hours researching and preparing FESWI’s submission, and Sean arrived back from 

overseas just in time to present passionately on our behalf. Sue co-ordinated our                                   

submissions and attended every day of the hearing. 

The Patterson Lake Development right on the northern boundary of Seaford Wetlands 
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Badges 

Bumper Stickers 

Information Pamphlets 

Colouring Books 

Newsletters 

FESWI  PRINT PUBLICATIONS 

 

Over the years FESWI has produced many              

print publications to advertise and inform. 

Flagship Pamphlets 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 

1. SWAMP HEN 
The purple swamp hen is a good swimmer, 
but prefers to wander on the edges of water 
among reeds and on floating vegetation 

2. 

 

3. WHITE FACED HERON                          

  

4. BLACK-WINGED STILT                                        

 

5. CHESTNUT TEAL                                                      

 

6. SHARP-TAILED SANDPIPER                                 

  

COLOURING BOOKS 
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INFORMATION PAMPHLETS 59 



INFORMATION PAMPHLETS 60 



INFORMATION PAMPHLETS 

 Weed Booklets 
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Guided Walks 



NEWSLETTERS 
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Information                                    

Cassette & Slides 

FESWI  MEDIA PUBLICATIONS 

 

Over the years FESWI has produced many           

media publications to advertise and inform. 

Teaching Resource CD and book 

Friends of Edithvale-Seaford Wetlands 

PowerPoint Presentations 

Facebook                                                                     
(https://www.facebook.com/edithvaleseafordwetlands/ ) 

Videos 

Website                                                

(www.edithvale-seaford-wetlands.org) 
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Videos 

Information                                    

Up-dated DVD 

https://www.facebook.com/edithvaleseafordwetlands/


THE OASIS NEXT DOOR 

Book 

CD 
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THE OASIS NEXT DOOR 

 

tensive 
ground abutting Seaford 
Swamp, was formally opened 
by Carrum MLA Mal Sandon last 
week. 

 

It was developed by the 
school's environment com-
mittee, headed by retired 
teacher Sybill Bond. 

Much of the work was done 
by offenders serving on com-
munity-based orders through 
the Office of Corrections. 

Offenders on rehabilitation 
programs have had a long asso-
ciation with the school, carrying 
out maintenance work and grow-
ing seedlings in greenhouse 
"igloos". 

 

Retired teacher, Sybil Bond, Carrum MLA, Mal Sandon, take a walk in the rain 

along the nature trail. 

Mr Sandon said everyone should worry about the environment. “It’s too                  

precious to ignore. This nature trail; is a unique asset for the school. 

 

Local paper 02/06/1992 
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RAMSAR LISTING 
 

Newsflash in Wetland Warbler, September 2001 

Just recently we received the great news that Edithvale - Seaford 

Wetlands have been included in the Convention on Wetlands of 

International Importance which is more commonly known as the Ramsar 

Convention.  (Ramsar being the town in Iran where the convention was 

drawn up around thirty years ago). 

  

Being included in the Ramsar Convention puts us up there with the best 

wetlands in the world and will provide added protection under a number 

of Federal and State Acts.  Hopefully, it will also open the door for more 

funding for revegetation, weed eradication and other habitat 

improvement work. 

  

Many thanks to our members and to the good folks in Melbourne Water 

and Frankston City Council plus our parliamentarians who have worked 

and lobbied hard for our wetlands to receive this terrific recognition. 

  
  
  

RAMSAR LISTING  

FOR OUR WETLANDS 

  

 

President Malcolm Shapcott 

proudly displays our Ramsar 

Certificate 
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The Ramsar Convention 
 

  Ramsar Convention  

 
Australian 
Nature  
Conservation 
Agency  

 
 

 

The Convention's broad aims are to halt the worldwide loss of wetlands and to conserve, through  wise use 

and manavement. thm:e that remain. 

RAMSAR DESIGNATION ANNOUNCEMENT 21st. AUGUST 2001 
 
 

What is the Ramsar Convention? 

On 3 February 1971, representatives of 18 nations, 

including Australia, met together in the small Iranian 

town of Ramsar to put their signatures to the text of a 

remarkable treaty. The Convention on Wetlands of 

International Importance, commonly referred to as the 

Ramsar Convention, aims 

to conserve one of the 

most threatened group of 

habitats, wetlands. These 

are shallow, open waters 

such as lakes, rivers and 

coastal fringes, and any 

land which is regularly or 

intermittently saturated by 

water, such as marshes, 

swamps and floodplains. 

Presently there are over 

eighty countries which are 

Contracting Parties to the 

Ramsar Convention 

covering 75% of the 

world's lands. This 

additional listed sites, any difficulties with the manage 

ment of listed sites, and its efforts to promote the wise 

use of wetlands nationally. 

A Wetlands Conservation Fund has been established to 

assist developing countries. There is also a small Stand 

ing Committee of members representing seven global 

regions plus one 

member from the 

previous and the 

next host country of 

the Ramsar Confer 

ence. The Standing 

Committe super 

vises the implemen 

tation of recommen 

dations made by the 

previous Confer 

ence. Australia is 

credited with being 

the first Contracting 

Party to the Ramsar 

Convention and has. 

regularly repre 
sented the Oceania 

number is expected to 

increase to around 100 

countries within the next 

2-3 years. 

Lake Argyle (Smoke Creek area) a Ramsar wetland in 

Western Australia. Photo: C Done 

region on the 

Standing Committee 

since its formation. 

 

How does the Ramsar 

Convention operate? 

The Ramsar Convention Bureau, 

based at Gland in Switzerland, 

provides secretariat support for the 

implementation of the treaty. The 

Bureau is funded by annual contribu- 

tions from each of the contracting 

countries. Every three years a Confer- 

ence of Contracting Parties is held 

where the activities of the Conven- 

tion are reviewed and new policies and 

initiatives are set. Each Party presents a 

report of its activities including a record of 

'Wise Use' 

Many human practices or activities are 

ecologically unsustainable and cause 

degradation and loss of wetlands. The 

Ramsar Convention has developed 

guidelines for the wise use of 

wetlands.  This concept of wise 

use seeks to modify human use 

of wetlands so that there is 

continuous benefit to present 

generations while at the same time 

the natural properties such as the 

food webs and other ecological 

processes are maintained for future 

generations. 
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AUSTRALIAN RAMSAR SITES 
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OPEN DAYS 

FESWI has continued to run Open Days at both Seaford and Edithvale Wetlands to which    

other environmental groups were invited to participate. Many activities organised for these 

days were both fun and educational.                                                             

FRIENDS’ ACTIVITIES 

COMMUNITY PRESENCE 

 

Seaford Fun Day 2005 Wetland Awareness Day 2013 

Mayor’s Picnic Frankston 2017 

Mayor’s Fun Day Kingston 1991 
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FRIENDS’ ACTIVITIES 

 

 

  

 

Ronnie Wong 

McDonalds organised a display of many birds on the 

back wall. The competition was to colour in a picture of 

a Latham’s Snipe and create a background for it.                    

The $150 prize money was donated by McDonalds, 

Edithvale 

Latham’s Snipe  
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FRIENDS’ ACTIVITIES 

                                 WALKS AND TALKS 

Sybil Bond 

with a school 

group at the 

hide. 

Les Williams on a 

Kangaroo Walk 

special interest groups, school groups,                     
community groups and the general public) 

 

73 



Tania Ireton (right)—Breakfast with the Birds at Seaford 

FRIENDS’ ACTIVITIES 

                                 WALKS AND TALKS 

Margaret Hunter (right) talks to a group at the hide 
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In 2013 FESWI celebrated its 25th anniversary  with a party at the Cricket Club House on 

Edithvale Common. It was well attended with past and present members reflecting and 

reminiscing on past activities and achievements 

                                  25TH ANNIVERSARY 

FRIENDS’ ACTIVITIES 

OTHER CELEBRATIONS THANK VOLUNTEERS 

Dorothy Meadows 

cuts the cake 

75 

Party at the 

Education 

Centre to 

thank                 

volunteers. 



In January 2009 and later in July 2010 the bird hide underwent inspections for safety and regulation                 

compliance, and the latter inspection found a number of concerning issues including the rusting of the         

building’s footings. Early in 2012 a further safety/engineering report sealed the building’s fate and the 

hide was closed. Melbourne Water built a viewing platform to overlook part of Edithvale South, and     

offered FESWI the use of the Education Centre on weekends. Neither of these provided really good bird 

watching and FESWI took the initiative to investigate the hide’s possible repair. 

A small sub-committee was set up in 2013 including Alison Kuiter and Philippa Bailey to follow this 

through and after many meetings, emails, talks with Kingston’s building surveyor, and a structural               

engineer from Lowe Construction, Kingston Council and Melbourne Water it was decided that the    

building could be restored. Grant funding was sought and work (by Lowe Construction) started in 2015. 

Many thanks to Philippa Bailey, then president, for a magnificent effort in raising the $40,000, from                       

various grant sources, needed to complete the project. 

All of which culminated in the re-opening of the Bird Hide. First, there was the official opening on the 

3rd of  August 2016 with many people attending including Sean Dooley BirdLife; Mark Dreyfus QC MP 

for Isaacs; Tim Richardson, MP for Mordialloc and Rosemary West, Councillor City of Kingston.                         

There was a community opening on the following  weekend. 

During the following months Jim Wilson and Rex Chugg did a fantastic job refurbishing the interior of 

the hide. 

OPENING THE BIRD HIDE AFTER A LONG CLOSURE 

Work in progress 

Sean Dooley cuts the ribbon 

A great day! 

FRIENDS’ ACTIVITIES 76 



In the years following the establishment and                 

consolidation of FESWI, the group has gone from 

strength to strength culminating in its recognition, in 

its 30th year of operation, by the City of  Kingston as 

Community Group of the Year. (2018) 

From left: Les Williams, Mayor Steve Staikos , Kate Spillane, FESWI President, Mark Dreyfus 

QC MP, member for Issacs, Margaret Hunter, Secretary, Rex Chugg, Philippa Bailey, past 

FESWI President, and Tim Richardson MP, member for  Mordialloc. 

FRIENDS’ ACTIVITIES 

CITY OF KINGSTON AS COMMUNITY GROUP OF THE YEAR. (2018) 
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Memories  
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                                                       SYBIL BOND 

 

 

 

 

 Cran-

bourne Secondary College, it was their end of year celebration, ever to be remembered. 
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Yellow-rumped Thornbill      
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European Goldfinch      

Common Greenfinch     

C= Commonly (usually) present.     S= Sometimes present.       R = Rarely present. 
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Species Frequency 
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JEAN & BOB LLOYD. 
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DOROTHY MEADOWS OAM MEMORIES OF FESWI. 

 

 

 

 

Some years later I was on hide duty one Saturday afternoon  when a lady came in with 

two boys, one about 10 and the little one about five. The big one borrowed binoculars 

and set about identifying birds. The little one was bored until he saw me sitting at a side 

window looking  towards  Wells  Road. He climbed onto my lap and got very excited, 

pointing out  of  the  window  and  yelling  "Maccas." Much more exciting than silly 

birds. 
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We had a good like-minded friend in Scott Seymour at  Melbourne  Water.  Being a  

hands-on engineer, he had an inside view. His job involved drainage and water ways 

throughout the original Carrum-Carrum swamp . 

The Carrum-Carrum swamp catchment flows from the ridge line at Cranbourne in the 

south to  

 

 

 

I I 

ROSS NELSON 
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The corner of Frankston Dandenong Rd with Ballarto Road, even I could see the diversity, now 

it is all fast food outlets and Peninsula Link. Last of remnant heathland was a  mass of flowers 

that day. 

 

 

  

 

Strange Goings On 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROSS NELSON 
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ROSS NELSON 

                       

 

 

is 

Less and less 

 

 

                                           

 

The Big Flood of Friday Afternoon     

How quickly we forget events. Was it 2010? We had the big downpour.  

  Dingley. It                  

started raining and the customer commented how heavy it was. Being busy, I didn’t take a lot 

of notice. 

Seaford also suffered flooding 

Photo: Susan Buckland                 

McKenzie Street, Seaford                               

July 2010   
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ROSS NELSON 

                         Wetland Displays 

Years ago there was a variety of Community Days organised by locals and the Councils. 

The Mayor’s Fun Day was a popular one as well as Australia Day. Chelsea would start 

with a parade of community groups, sporting clubs, emergency groups etc. which would 

walk from the Town Hall to the local park. Entertainment was provided, a local band,                

athletic activities, rides of different types, and around the perimeter, stalls and information 

displays. 

 

 

  

Rex Chugg showcasing 

FESWI at The Big 

Green Day at Carrum 

Primary School, 2011 
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with no great 

thanks to council mowers who mowed the new plantings down more than once! And I 

think fondly of the very hard work of our members. 

I don't recall when these started or how long they lasted but they certainly ran for               

several years and accomplished a lot of work around the Edithvale Bird Hide, 

 

They started out as normal club working bees using just our members but as the                

workload grew and interest in helping declined over the years, that was when we turned 

to the Office of Corrections for help. 

 

 

Then there were all the other groups we helped train and had working at  planting for 

our Friends group—we had several teams - one I remember being Green Corps 

KAYE PROUDLEY 
96 

FESWI WORKING BEES INCLUDING PLANTING WITH HELP FROM 

COMMUNITY CORRECTION ATTENDEES 



 

 

There were of course very many other people who helped, a cast of hundreds over the 

years (like Ross, Barry, Dianne, Michael, and many whose names,  but  not faces, escape 

me now). Thank you all for your help 

KAYE PROUDLEY 
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Plants

 

KAYE PROUDLEY 

Trees  Shrubs and Bushes  Grasses 

Silver Wattle Hedge Wattle Many species of: 

Black Wattle Prickly Moses Wallaby Grasses 

Black Sheoak Common Correa Weeping Grass 

Drooping Sheoak Smooth parrot Pea Common Tussock 

Coast banksia Common Epacris Kangaroo Grass 

River Manna Redgum Hop Goodenia  

 Yellow Hakea  

 Furze Hakea  

 Austral Indigo  

 Prickly Tea Tree  

 Swamp Paperbark  

 Kangaroo Apple  

 Golden Spray  
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At the nursery—

Joyce and Helen 



 

 

 

 

CHERYL MEIER 

IRENE TRUPKE 

                                          A GRANDMOTHER’S JOY— NOT A BIT BIASED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Cranbourne Secondary College, it was their end of year celebration, ever to be 
remembered. 
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