
M igrating birds are responding to 

the effects of climate change by 

arriving at their breeding grounds  

earlier as global temperatures rise,  

research has found. 

The University of Edinburgh study, 

which looked at hundreds of species 

across five continents, and examined 

records of migrating bird species     

dating back al-

most 300 years, 

found that birds 

are reaching 

their summer 

breeding 

grounds on av-

erage about one 

day earlier per 

degree of in-

creasing global 

temperature. 

The main reason 

birds take flight is changing seasonal 

temperatures and food availability. 

The time they reach their summer 

breeding grounds is significant, because 

arriving at the wrong time, even by a 

few days, may cause them to miss out 

on vital resources such as food and 

nesting places. This in turn affects the 

timing of offspring hatching and their 

chances of survival. Long-distance mi-

grants, which are shown to be less re-

sponsive to rising temperatures, may 

suffer most as other birds gain ad-

vantage by 

arriving at 

breeding 

grounds 

ahead of 

them. 

Takuji Usui, of 

the university’s 

school of bio-

logical scienc-

es, said: “Many 

plant and    

animal species 

are altering the timing of activities asso-

ciated with the start of spring, such as 

flowering and breeding. 

“Now we have detailed insights into 

how the timing of migration is chang-

ing and how this change varies across 

species. These insights may help us pre-

dict how well migratory birds keep up 

with changing conditions on their 

breeding grounds.” 

Source Nadia Khomami The Guardian 
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EDITHVALE IN SHORT 

Rubbish 

The moronic element in our socie-

ty has been raising its ugly head 

again. Firstly, about six huge card-

board boxes full of garden refuse 

were dumped in the bird hide car 

park, then a few weeks later a 

massive dumping of orangey col-

oured soil/clay was deposited 

there. Then the sign at the look-

out was sprayed all over. This, on 

top of the usual rubbish from the 

fast food outlets further up the 

road.  What can you say! 

Ducklings Rescued                               

Nicky from AWARE (wildlife res-

cue service) puts a wandering 

duck and half a dozen ducklings 

into the wetlands. Contrast the 

sort of people concerned enough 

to ring AWARE, and Nicky, with 

the sort of people in the above 

paragraph! What a difference! 

Frog Survey 

Rob Gration, (above) of EcoAerial 

Ecological Services, collects one of 

two sound recorders from Edithvale 

Wetlands which have been record-

ing frog calls. It is part of a project 

by Dr William Steele to  develop  

survey guide lines for the future use 

of the sound recorders. 

Window Cleaners 

Alison and Ian clean the main win-

dow of the bird hide. 

Rotary Visit 

On February 14
th

, members of the 

Bentleigh Moorabbin Central Rota-

ry Club visited Edithvale Wetlands 

starting at the Education Centre 

and finishing up at the hide.      

Margaret, Mona and Robin hosted 

this visit. 

World Wetlands Day - Artist 

As part of Melbourne Water’s cele-

bration of World Wetlands Day, 

artist Zoe Wood was retained at 

the Education Centre for three 

Sundays to demonstrate to visitors 

how to paint birds. Sue arranged 

for children to also do some paint-

ing with Zoe during the weekend 

that FESWI opens the Centre.    

Sunday February 12
th

) 

The kids who visited on the day 

were keen to try their hands. 

Above, Zoe with FESWI volunteers 

Inez and Maria. 

Commissions: z@zoewood.net 

0432 697 035 
Photo: Steve 

McDonald 



Ti-Tree Removal 

Melbourne Water has been removing Ti-tree from the 

eastern buffer zones of Seaford Wetlands. Ti-tree is 

non-indigenous and invasive (there are vast swathes 

of it on the eastern boundary) and if left to it own de-

vices will take over the buffer zone. Some residents 

expressed concern about the disruption to birds in 

the area - however Melbourne Water has identified 

areas where there is nesting activity and has flagged 

these areas off for later removal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monitoring Wells 

The Level Crossing Removal Authority has been sink-

ing monitoring wells on the western boundary of the 

wetlands. These are to measure ground water flows – 

direction, volume and composition – to help decide 

the best options for crossing removals in Seaford. 
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SEAFORD IN SHORT 
Birds are Back 

The ducks are back on the main lagoon – after months 

of empty waters it is great to see. A group of Latham’s 

Snipe was sighted near the south pond in early                     

February. 

Frog Deaths 

The removal of African 

Lovegrass by Frankston 

Council from sections of 

Seaford has had an un-

fortunate effect. It was 

no problem spraying in 

the open areas but spray-

ing along the edge of a 

major Pobblebonk and 

Marsh Frog hangout (near the SNPS) resulted in the 

deaths of dozens of young frogs following heavy rain. 

Sensitive habitat needs to be identified and other 

methods of removal should be employed in the future. 

Fire Bug 

The look-out at Austin Road was torched on February 

4, damaging the walkway and part of the structure. 

Frankston police are 

looking for a male 

cyclist leaving the  

scene shortly before 

the fire escalated in 

high winds.  

Source: Frankston 

Standard Leader Feb 13 

F ESWI celebrated World Wetlands Day on       

February 2
nd

 by opening the bird hide and    

conducting a walk around Edithvale South.              

41 people participated in the walk. We took a trip 

through a passage in the phragmite (courtesy Melb 

Water) to get to the water’s edge and view the       

wetlands from a different perspective; we saw about 

five kangaroos bounding away from us; and we 

viewed the ‘legendary’ water tank (feeding a trough 

for the roos) concreted and chained down because 

the first two tanks were stolen!  

It was an enjoyable walk. 

WORLD WETLANDS DAY 
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Certificate 

FESWI attended an award night late last year at St Louis 

de Montfort School in Aspendale where Kate presented 

a certificate to Ashlee Dickinson for ‘Showing interest 

and enthusiasm towards helping the environment and 

promoting this in her school.’ Congratulations Ashlee. 

Celebration 

Many of our volunteers enjoyed a Christmas                

celebration in the bird hide last December. 

Grants 

Late last year FESWI received a grant from Kingston 

Council of $500 to help towards administrative costs. 

Thanks Kingston Council. 

Earlier this year, FESWI received a grant from Mel-

bourne Water of $1,100 to help towards the cost of 

posting this newsletter. Thanks Melbourne Water. 

 

 

 

Facebook 

FEWSI’s Facebook page is up and running.                                                                                                               

Address is 

https://www.facebook.com/edithvaleseafordwetla

nds/ 

Many thanks to Kirsty, Alison, Ian and Paula for   

undertaking and completing this project. 

SNIPPETS  SNIPPETS  SNIPPETS 

I t is with sadness that we report the recent passing of Rete Besley. 
Rete was a staunch and very active member of FESWI for many 

years, occupying many roles.  

She worked for years at the Frankston Indigenous Nursery with  
other FESWI members, attended many working bees planting in the 
buffer zones around the wetlands, ran the bird hide roster for a 
number of years and wrote the occasional article for the newsletter. 
Rete really enjoyed helping the Friends and encouraged others to 
join up. 

We extend our sympathies to Rete’s family. 

VALE RETE BESLEY 

Rete working at the Indigenous Nursery 

Hop on board the Melbourne Water Frog 

Census app 

In September last year Melbourne Water 

launched a mobile phone app for our 

long-running Frog Census program. 

Frog Census is a citizen science frog pop-

ulation monitoring program that has run 

since 2001. Data collected through the 

program is used to help manage Mel-

bourne's frog populations and raise awareness of 

waterway health issues. 

Getting involved with Frog Census has never been 
easier. The mobile phone app is available for free 
download on iPhone and Android systems, and 
allows users to submit recordings of frog calls and 
frog photos for expert identification by Melbourne 
Water ecologists. James Frazer | Frog Census 
Coordinator| Waterwatch Coordinator, Customer 
& Strategy 

frogs@melbournewater.com.au  
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VOLUNTEERS 

Little Penguin (Eudyptula minor) is the smallest of 

17 species.                                                                                           

Other names; Fairy Penguin or Little Blue Penguin.                                                                                            

St Kilda colony has 1300 birds.                                                                                                                

Breeding season is from August to December.                                                                                      

Moulting season is from end January to March.                                                                                                 

Diet consists of anchovies, pilchards, krill and squid.                                                                                      

Little Penguin is a wild bird and therefore should 

not be handled or fed.    

 They often pair up for multiple years but do have 

“divorces” – there is an example of one female who 

bred with the same male for 10 years, he died, she 

was 16 and paired with a 4 year old (Cougar pen-

guin).  

I do this because I have a keen interest in birds and I 

also see it as another opportunity to give something 

back to nature. I also want to help protect these                   

Little Penguins from some inappropriate human  

behaviour. 

E arthcare is a non-profit environmental organiza-

tion which focuses on the upkeep and protec-

tion of flora and fauna in the Port Phillip foreshore 

and marine area.                                                                                                    

Its main activities are to:                                                                                                                                   

- Conduct research on the Little Penguin colony at the 

St Kilda Pier breakwater.                                                                           

- Organize and manage 140 plus guides who provide 

information to the visiting public and at the same time 

ensure that the penguins are safe and their nesting 

sites are not interfered with.                                                                                                                                                                  

- Clean-up the breakwater by removing discarded    

fishing line, bottles and plastics.                                                                       

- Remove Northern Pacific Seastar and Survey 

Seagrass.                                                                                              

- Monitor Rakali (Native Water Rat) numbers and                

activities.                                                                                                      

- Revegetate the local foreshore.    

I’m a penguin guide team leader once a fortnight and 

also a member of another team on the alternate 

week. Each team consists of 9 volunteers and on       

average we have 300 visitors a night. On nights when 

the weather is poor, numbers drop to around 150.  

Numbers increase to 450 in good weather. We spend 

a little time reminding visitors not to use flash                        

photography and to refrain from climbing on the 

rocks as the penguins nests are in the rocks. However, 

most of our time is spent answering visitor’s questions 

about penguin behaviour. The sort of information we 

provide is that the:- 

It has been discovered in talking to our hide volunteers that many do other (fascinating) voluntary 

work as well as their work at the hide. Over the next few issues Warbler will be printing some of their 

stories. Craig Brunnen, who volunteers with Earthcare, is the first cab off the rank (below); And Alison 

Kuiter has told us of one of her other voluntary interests (next page). 

Calliopelucciano.blogspot.com 

C E A R T H C A R E 

O T F A U N A G D S 

L I T T L E R R R E 

O D E A T K I L D A 

N E S T T B N W O R 

Y S K P E N G U I N 

BIRD 

CARING 

COLONY 

EARTHCARE 

FAUNA 

LITTLE 

NEST 

PENGUIN 

RAT 

SEA 

STKILDA 

TIDES 

Find the following words in the           

puzzle and find left over words. Left over 

Words 

_ _ _ _ ! 

_ 

_ _ _ _ _ 



Alison Kuiter 

II t seems like two of the young Black Fronted Dot-

terels have survived. Many Friends feared the 

worst when the eggs laid in the carpark disappeared 

when they were due to hatch and there were no 

signs of egg shells or babies. 

The Dotterels laid three eggs over a period of days, 

but the young don't start developing until the par-

ent sits on them raising the temperature inside the 

egg.... this means the babies all hatch at the same 

time.  

When the babies hatch the first thing the parent 

does is remove the eggshells, which are white inside 

and very conspicuous. The newly hatched Dotterels 

are ready to run and feed as soon as they hatch so 

the parents would have moved them to the safety of 

the swamp. 
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"NOT EVERYTHING THAT FLIES HAS FEATHERS " 

A nimalia Wildlife Shelter in Frankston rescues and 

rehabilitates injured, orphaned or distressed 

wildlife across the Peninsula, southeast suburbs and 

further afield if required.  Most carers at the shelter 

have a species of animal that they either particularly 

love or specialise in caring for and one of our birdie 

nerd's passion is flying foxes or fruit bats. Alison has 

helped Michelle (Director of Animalia), for 5 years res-

cuing, hand-raising orphaned babies and healing 

many grey-headed flying foxes.   

Flying foxes are essential for pollinating many of our 

native plants and although very intelligent often fall 

victim to fruit nets and power lines. Babies are born 

from September through to November and orphaned 

babies come into care during that time if their mums 

are killed whilst carrying their babies with them at 

night when they feed.  

The pups have to be fed a mixture of cow’s milk and 

vitamins till they are old enough to eat fruit and once 

they are flying have to go into crèche with other ba-

bies for another couple of months till they can be   

introduced back into the colony.  

Adult flying foxes can come into care at any time if hit 

by a car or tangled in either barb wire fences or fruit 

netting, rescuing them can be tricky as they have    

razor blade sharp toe and finger nails, along with a 

sharp set of teeth.  Flying foxes sometimes carry a 

virus similar to rabies which requires all bat handlers 

to be inoculated and means the general public 

should never handle them.  

Alison loves the baby flying foxes... you become their 

mum for a few months, you feed them, wash them, 

talk to them, cuddle them and then help them        

become independent and free animals.  

We had only seen one parent at a time after the 

eggs "disappeared" which was a sign there might be 

babies hidden elsewhere. During the 2
nd

 week of 

February two young Dotterels have been seen at the 

hide and are very likely the ones from the carpark. 

THE CAR PARK KIDS 



Royal Spoonbill    Ross Fernley 

Chestnut Teal  Ross Fernley 

Ducklings   Ross Fernley 

Gull in flight    Bob McDonald 

Young Nankeen Night Heron  Steve McDonald 

Pink-eared Duck   Steve McDonald 

Black-fronted Dotterel  Steve McDonald 

PHOTOS BY HIDE VISITORS 
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 Young Nankeen Night Heron  Jenny Stephens 
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