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2012 has been a very busy year 

for the FESWI committee, but all 

the members have once again 

worked hard and committed their 

time to ensure that the Edithvale-

Seaford Wetlands are protected 

and maintained at the highest lev-

el. A sincere thank you to the com-

mittee: Robin Clarey, Margaret 

Hunter, Gwen Meadows, Mat-

thew Mitchell, Rex Chugg, and 

Kate Spillane.  

Thank you to the volunteers who regu-

larly assist with tree planting at Seaford, 

who facilitate the Discovery Centre 

opening twice per month, and who as-

sisted with Wetlands Awareness Day at 

Seaford. 

PROJECTS 

A key focus for FESWI in 2012 has been 

the Weed Eradication Project, funded by 

Coastcare. FESWI requested a small 

grant of $5,000 for re-vegetation in 

2011 and were in fact asked to develop 

a weed eradication project and award-

ed $53,000 to achieve this. After initial 

trepidation about managing such a 

large sum of money and being able to 

fulfil all the grant requirements, FESWI 

have successfully completed the project 

and acquitted the funds, acquiring some 

excellent resources along the way. 

Rex Chugg has co-ordinated the revege-

tation at the Edithvale South Wetlands 

perimeter. With assistance from local 

community groups, Rex and his helpers 

have planted and maintained thousands 

of trees this year, both at Edithvale and 

Seaford. 

Ace Alliance were contracted to perform 

removal of Juncus Acutus (spiny rush) at 

Seaford. FESWI developed a booklet 

“Wetlands at Risk of Weeds” which we 

will be distributing through Seaford and 

Edithvale, and other wetlands material, 

including displays on key weeds for 

FESWI COMMITTEE AND VOLUNTEERS 

Philippa Bailey  President FESWI 

Guest speaker, Sean Dooley, gives an interesting and 

thought provoking talk. 
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identification purposes. We were able to purchase 

a custom-designed maze for children to learn about 

weeds and have developed children`s activities on 

the subject. 

As part of the project FESWI arranged Wetland 

Plant Identification training with Dr Graeme Lori-

mer, which was a stimulating and enjoyable day 

out in the field. 

A bus trip to the wetlands at Point  Cook will be the 

final activity funded by the grant. 

 

SEAFORD NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

FESWI formed a partner-

ship with Seaford North 

Primary School to eradi-

cate weeds and rejuve-

nate the school`s natural 

bush reserve which 

abuts the wetlands. 

FESWI have worked 

closely with John McKen-

zie, the SNPS coordina-

tor, to support the pro-

ject. FESWI contributed 

$5,000 from the Coast-

care grant and took on 

the auspicing role for a 

Port Phillip and Westernport CMA grant of $12,500 

to restore the native bush reserve at the school. 

These funds have now been expended. 

FESWI, under the guidance of treasurer Gwen 

Meadows, have successfully acquitted the princely 

sum of $65,500 on top of our normal income and 

expenditure. 

SEAFORD WETLANDS AWARENESS DAY 

The collaboration with Seaford North Primary 

School included the successful Wetlands Aware-

ness Day, held at the school on September 16
th

. 

Frankston Council provided a community grant of 

$1,000 for the event. FESWI certainly achieved our 

goal of raising the profile of FESWI and the Seaford 

Wetlands. Approximately 300 adults and children 

attended the day and the SNPS principal, Lee 

Murnane, suggested that we make it an annual 

event. I would like to acknowledge the huge work-

load taken on by Robin Clarey to make the day run 

so smoothly. 

 

EDITHVALE 

It has been another challenging year trying to pro-

mote the best interests of the Edithvale Wetlands 

to Melbourne Water. FESWI have reported in our 

newsletter, the many discussions and stages in our 

negotiations around the bird hide. It has been a 

frustrating time with key 

staff changes at Mel-

bourne Water in 2012.It 

has taken  months of de-

lay to realise the access 

to the Discovery Centre, 

the receipt of the struc-

tural engineering report 

recommending re-

building rather than re-

pair of the bird hide, and 

advice regarding the re-

construction of the view-

ing platform. Meanwhile 

bird-lovers and the com-

munity have been without access to bird viewing 

completely since March 2012. 

A committee has been formed to progress the bird 

hide replacement and FESWI welcome assistance 

and enthusiasm from this group. 

City of Kingston have provided a $1,000 grant to 

develop signage and information on Edithvale 

North wetlands. Margaret Hunter will be coordi-

nating this project with volunteers. 

WETLAND WARRIORS 

FESWI have missed the support and input of Les 

Williams and Barry Ross over the past year due to 

ill health. I am very pleased to report that both 

wetland warriors are re-gaining their health!  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT CONTINUED 
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Initial Planning for 2013 

FESWI will look to be participating in various commu-

nity events including Frankston Waterfront Festival, 

Kananook Creek Festival, Kingston Harvest Festival  

and in local school events. One or two Wetland 

Awareness days are planned—the first being at Edith-

vale, possibly in Autumn.  

We may work with Melbourne Water to do a com-

bined event to celebrate World Wetlands Day on Sat 

Feb 2
nd

, 2013. We will continue to open the Discov-

ery Centre on Sundays; continue working on the de-

velopment of a new bird hide; continue with working 

bees and continue to keep a watching brief over the 

well being of the wetlands. 

SNIPPETS  SNIPPETS  SNIPPETS 

Education 

FESWI has been active in the past month or so in 

giving talks about the wetlands. 

Margaret and Rex gave a walk-talk to a group of 

39 seniors from the Bayside Council on Tuesday 

9th October; and Margaret recently helped a 

group from Chisholm TAFE, Mornington doing 

their Conservation Diploma with a wetland field 

trip. 

Robin gave two talks: the first on the 5th October 
to the Chelsea Club; and the second to the Car-
rum Downs Girl Guides on 13

th
  November. 

44 First Avenue 

Margaret  was officially invited to make a three mi-

nute submission re this project before it goes to a 

board meeting at a Kingston councillor information 

session on Monday night 4th December. 

More details re this issue in the next Warbler. 

Down’s Estate 

We are still waiting on decisions from Frankston 

Council concerning the development of the     

estate. 

More details re this issue in the next Warbler. 

Seaford Hydrology 

Major works will be undertaken at Seaford to     

improve the water flow through the wetlands. 

The overall aim is to establish a more natural wet-

ting and drying regime with the consequence of 

achieving a self-sustaining mosaic of vegetation 

types. 

Melbourne Water has committed a budget of over 

$500,000 towards this. 

Water (from various sources) will be let in at the 

northern end and will be allowed to flow through 

the various ponds (with some regulation) to the 

southern end before it exits. 

Water levels can then be manipulated to supple-

ment water supplies during droughts; inhibit the 

spread of tall reeds; maintain flood storage; and to 

reduce water levels to provide muddy banks over 

summer for the migratory birds. 

*Seaford Wetlands: The shaded areas are the 

ponds—some of which are ephemeral. 

N 

*Seaford Diagram Source: From Report to CLC Meeting by David Fisher (Melb Water); reproduced from GHD et al 2006. 
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ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE 

                   Let The Journey Begin 

T his Ride was to be a great Challenge for me . 

200kms over two days. 

The most that I have ever ridden is 100kms. My prep-

aration had been good, training through the winter 

was hard, going to the gym and doing RPM was an-

other outlet when the weather was unsuitable. 

So now the day of reckoning had come. On the Fri-

day took my bike and suitcase into Albert Park where 

this epic ride was to start. Sat morn arose at 4:00 am 

to a bleak cold misty rain. Had to be at the start by 

6:00 am . 

The place was a hub of activity. Breakfast was being 

served to the hungry masses. Muesli with yoghurt, 

muffin, fruit, tea and coffee. Retrieved my bike from 

the security compound, this was to be my trusted 

friend and transport for the next two days. At 6:45am 

a very moving opening ceremony, then at 7:00 am 

the 1st wave moved off. 1609 riders about to take on 

this Epic Journey. The route meandered around Al-

bert Park Lake thru the city onto the Yarra Trail along 

the Yarra River. Rowers were out on their morning 

training and joggers along the bike trail. Skirted Yarra 

Bend National Park onto the Boulevard. First pit stop 

Ivanhoe Park. So far so good - 25kms covered . 

Along Templestowe Rd thru Templestowe, Eltham, 

starting to get a bit hilly  -  passers-by shouting en-

couragement along the way. At a set of traffic lights a 

lady was handing out jelly beans. Pit stop two at Re-

search. Called into the Coffee shop just to say hi as I 

had coffee there the week before when I drove over 

the route. The pit stops were well supplied with plen-

ty of snacks and water. The first of the big hills hit us 

WOW! It was hard. On my trusty bike it was too 

much, had to walk. Now we were into the tough 

part, just soldier on. From Kangaroo Ground to War-

randyte a downhill run, gave us relief. Up thru Won-

ga Park, Chirnside Park to Lilydale our lunch stop. 

Lunch pack was a wrap fruit, a drink and some rice 

stuff . 

Along that section were more hills. Lilydale to Heales-

ville was a more pleasant ride along the Maroondah 

Highway past the wineries. The day had cleared 

but it was still cool. Pit stop four was a winery, not 

being a connoisseur  of wine, I continued on,  it 

was only 15 kms to our overnight stop at Heales-

vile to a rousing reception. Camp was at the Sports 

Centre a hub of activity. The main oval was a sea of 

blue tents—our sleeping quarters for the night.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was advised to go to the massage tent to get a 

time for a massage. I  was in the last block 5:45 

pm .This gave me time to collect my suitcase, setup 

my bed, have a shower (plenty of hot water), a cup 

of tea then a welcome massage.  

Into the meal tent for a lovely hot meal—roast beef 

with a yummy gravy, salad and a pasta, and 

sweets! Ummm,  where do I start?! Mini pav, 

cheese cake, chocolate mousse bomb, apple pie 

and cream. There was a band belting out loud mu-

sic. Was in bed by 8:45 pm. First day—103 kms; rid-

ing and walk time—6 hrs, 50 mins . 

Bring on Day Two. 

Day Two—not much sleep, the guy in the tent be-

hind snored all night. The camp came to life 

around 5:00 am. First bikes off at 6:30 am. I packed 

up my gear then was on the road by 7:00 am after 

grabbing a banana; will get more at 1st pit stop. 

Felt reasonably good— a downhill ride into Heales-

vile . A different route back. Thru Wooriyallock 

The Ride To Conquer Cancer  200kms  

Sat 27th  - Sun28th October 2012 Rex Chugg 
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ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE CONT. 

more hills quite a bit of walking. The weather is fresh 

but clear.  

Pit stop one at Seville, stocked up on snacks as I 

missed breakfast. Seville to Warrenwood more hills 

including one monster about two kms long. A long 

procession of cyclists walking. How much can I en-

dure!! Pit stop two— again stocked up on snacks, re-

filled water bottle with electrolyte, had a vegemite on 

a bagel and some fruit. Helped a fellow rider with a 

couple of Panamax as his back was giving trouble.  

From Warranwood to Warrandyte was a good run 

then a couple of more hills around Templestowe. 

Lunch stop—a nice ham, cheese and tomato sand-

wich, drink and a banana.   40 kms to go, am getting 

weary.  Pit stop Four—15kms to go, can see the Mel-

bourne skyline as we ride along the Boulevard. Team 

up with three other riders as we go along the Yarra 

Trail dodging Sunday walkers and skateboarders.  

Confidence is rising as we near the finish of this Epic 

Ride. We moved into a forward line, the ‘awesome 

four-some’ as we crossed the finish line! Our images 

came up on the giant screen with our names under-

neath. It was such a buzz and an amazing sense of 

relief. The challenge was Conquered! 

This has to be the toughest thing that I have ever 

done. Day two was such a tough day . 

Distance covered 106kms in7hrs, 24 mins.  

As the popular cartoon character Dora The Explorer 

says, “I DID IT!”    

$6.2 million was raised  - a world record in Australia 

for a single fundraising activity. 

In finishing I would like to thank all who supported me 

on this Epic Journey. You were an inspiration that 

gave me the will to continue when things got tough . 

This adventure will remain with me forever.       

Thank you From Rex Chugg  

POINT COOK TRIP 

T he Point Cook trip on Saturday 17th November was 

enjoyed in various ways by about 20 people.   

We set off in a big bus early in the morning—everybody 

chatting and looking forward to the day (But nobody 

wanted to sing! What else are bus trips for??) 

Upon arrival—morning tea. Then a look around the old 

homestead. 

Following this, the more energetic set off to walk to the 

‘The Tower - a Monument to Migration and Aspirations’, 

inspired by bird and human migration’, which overlooked 

the Cheetham Wetlands. 

Then lunch, followed by a beach walk to the bird hide at 

Spectacle Lake (I think!). Unfortunately not many birds 

were to be seen though there were some sharpies 

around. 

Then back on the bus for home. (See website for video) 

Setting off ... … to The Tower 
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T he latest meeting on the issue of a new bird 

hide was held on Thursday 22nd November 

2012 with six committee members present. 

A series of questions were raised with regard to the 

old hide, the answers to which will have ramifica-

tions for the design and building of the new hide. 

 

1. Has it been resolved whether Melbourne  

Water will permit the hide to be rebuilt? 

2.  Is there a drawing of the existing hide       

available? 

3.  Are there any details of the footings of the 

existing hide available? 

4. Does anybody have a copy of the Kulkulka 

Consultants Pty Ltd Report? 

5. What year was the existing hide built and 

does anybody know whether a Building    

Permit was obtained for the hide? 

6. Does anybody know what the existing floor 

level is to AHD? 

7. Does anybody know what the 100 Year 

Flood Level is to AHD? 

BIRD HIDE PROGRESS REPORT 

8. Does anybody have a copy of the geotech-

nical investigation for the Discovery Centre? 

9. Does anybody have details of the proposed 

viewing platform?  

Footing details, footprint, location etc. 

 

And there were some further questions regard-

ing the car park and future maintenance/

management of a new hide. 

Answers to all these questions will be sought 

over the next few weeks. 

 

The committee also thought that the time has 

come to produce some preliminary plans and ele-

vations of the new hide for discussion purposes 

within the Committee to make sure that every-

body is on the same wavelength, and when ac-

cepted by the Committee, used for discussion 

purposes with authorities. 

If any of our readers have any expert knowledge 

or information on these matters, we would love 

to hear from you. 

 

Views from the old hide 
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Seaford Working Bee Dates 

Duck In - Melways map 93 C 7/8.  About 100 metres after 

pedestrian lights near bird hide on Edithvale Rd, turn right 

down the dirt entrance way to football oval, follow dirt track 

through reserve. Duck In on left. 

Discovery Centre (Melbourne Water)- Melways map 93 D 8.  

On south side of Edithvale Rd, north-east corner of Edithvale 

Wetlands South.                                                                                           

Open Sunday afternoons fortnightly (1:00pm — 5:00pm). 

Corporate Members 

Following is a list of our corporate members.  Please give them your support. 

Aspendale Primary School                                                                                       

Aspendale Gardens Primary School                                                                   

Frank and Isobel Baguley's Nursery                                                                            

Bird Life  Australia                                                                                                      

Bonbeach Primary School                                                                                    

Chelsea Heights Community Centre                                                                           

Chelsea RSL                                                                                                        

Edithvale Primary School                                                                                     

Frankston Primary School                                                                                      

Gales Marine Centre                                                                                                    

Instant Garden Nurseries at Gardenworld Keysborough                                                             

Good Shepherd Aged Services –  Mary Ville Hostel                                                         

Audrey Harding                                                                                    

Hasuval Engineering Service Pty Ltd                                                   

Tania Ireton                                                                                   

McDonald's Family Restaurant, Chelsea Heights                                      

Melbourne Water, Waterways & Drainage                                                

Mordialloc  College                                                                             

Mordialloc Primary School                                                                 

April Nutter                                                                             

Parkdale Secondary School                                                                      

Peninsula Pedallers Inc                                                                         

Presbyterian Ladies College                                                                          

Ray White, Chelsea                                                                                  

Rotary Club of Aspendale                                                                                      

Seaford North Primary School                                                                                        

Seaford Park Primary School                                                         

SPONSORS OF FESWI 

(First Sunday of the month)                                  

3rd February 2013                                 

3rd  March 2013                                    

7th April 2013 

                    
10:00am – 12 noon 

Ring Rex (9766 6056) 

Committee Meetings held 3rd Monday  

of each month at Duck In.  

Observers welcome. 

Where We Are 

Seaford Primary School                                                                                       

Soroptimist International of Brighton                                                                             

St Anne's Primary School                                                                                        

St Joseph's School                                                                                                

St Louis de Montfort's                                                                                                   

Treeplanters Nursery                                                                                            

Veitch & Co Pty Ltd 
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Wetland Visitor Code 

Source: WetlandLink, an initiative of  

2012 WetlandCare Australia 
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